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Burundi 


Prime Minister Paints Bleak Picture of '95 


EA3012182595 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT 30 Dec 95 


[News Conference by Prime Minister Antoine Nduwayo 
reviewing the events of 1995 on 30 December; place not 
given — recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The day before the end of 
the year 1995, the time for assessment has come. The 
prime minister this morning held a news conference to 
tell the public about the just-ended year and the [word 
indisunct} suation of the country and the priorities for 
1996. Mr. Antoine Nduwayo painted a dark picture of 
1995 in talking about the government convention and 
the government's plan of action which was presented 
last march. The prime minister evaluates political, socio- 
economic and security aspects: 


[Begin Nduwayo recording] [passage omitted] On the 
poliucal level, there was no convergence and cohesion 
leading toward implementation of the government con- 
venuon, even for the fundamental quesuon of reestab- 
lishing security and peace in the interest of all. The ide- 
ology of exclusion and genocide which [word indisunct] 
all barbaric acts, conunues to gain ground so that if we 
do not watch out our country can fall under the dictator- 
ship of extremists and genocide perpetrators. Part of the 
poliuco-administrauve machinery sull has an ambiva- 
lent and paradoxical attitude in relation to the security 
question. The institutional precariousness and weaken- 
ing of the state’s structures makes services inefficient 
and endangers the country’s ability to recover. 


On the diplomatic level, we are seeing a general 
tarnishing of the image of Burundi. 


Our partners and friends more and more ask themselves 
questions related to our ability to avoid catastrophe. 
They are discouraged and abandon us. 


The coalition of allied forces of the Rwandan and 
Burundian genocide perpetrators is a reality today. It 
enjoys the support of some internal and external circles. 


On the economic level, economic regression is com- 
plete. We are witnessing the collapse or paralysis of the 
production and development machinenes. In the coun- 
tryside, the agricultural sector 1s experiencing the effect 
of war. The abandonment and destruction of plantations 
has led to a huge decrease in production, resulung in 
food shortages. Insecurity on the roads has disorganized 
or stopped the usual distmbution channels of trade, ren- 
dering products rare and expensive. Acts of sabotage 
and vandalism have compromised the industrial sector 
and led to the loss of employment and industrial pro- 
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duction. The public finance situauon has deteriorated 
sharply following a decrease in the state's revenues 
This seriously undermines some basic functions: health, 
educauion, employment, security, salanes etc. Burundi 
is unable to honor its foreign debt commitments, which 
has led to the suspension of finance and disbursements al 
a ume when budgetary assistance has been replaced by 
humanitanan and emergency assistance. [Passage omil- 
ted] 


After the very dark picture I have painted, 1 ts very 
understandable that it is difficult for me to inspire 
Burundians and toreign triends with hope tor the tuture 
But my duty as a patriot and head of government tells 
me to inform all my compatnots [words indistinct} 
the year 1996 will be an extremely difficult) year 
Consequently all Burundians will sulfer because tie 
war will be intensified. There will be a lot of suffering, 
there will be need for many sacniices. Everyone must 
be ready to make sacrifices in the common war effort 
That 1s the price to pay to restore peace and our liberty, 
The restoration of peace and freedom is the hope the 
government would like to give to Burundians tor the 
year 1996. [passage omitted] 


The CNDD [National Council tor the Detense of 
Democracy], Frolina [Front tor National Liberation), 
Palipehutu [Party for the Liberation of the Hutu Peo- 
ple} coalition, after sealing an alliance with the Intera- 
hamwe genocide perpetrators and the former Rwandan 
armeo forces, attacked Burundi. The Burundian state, 
therefore, must defend itself by mohilizing all its inst- 
tutions, all the material, financial, and human means at 
its disposal. This will need very strong cohesion among 
our ranks, a very meticulous and efficent organization 
and an unfailing discipline at all levels 


We must end yesterday's shilly-shallying so as to carry 
out a decisive offensive at all levels: political and 
diplomatic, media, socroeconomic and military 


That 1s why we shall no longer tolerate any kind 
of wandering attention which tends to divert us from 
our main objective — overcoming war as quickly as 
possible so as to finally relieve the Burundian people 
We call upon all patriots to mobilize to defend our 
liberty, independence, national unity, the reel democracy 
which unites people and their properties. [passage 
omitted] [end recording | 


This report may contain copynghted maternal Copying and dissemination 
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President Outlines Causes of Insecurity 


FA0101215096 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in French 1100 GMT | Jan 96 


[Speech by President Sylvestre Nubantunganya on 31 
December; place not given — recorded) 


(FBIS Translated Text) Dear compatriots. fnends of 


Burundi: 1995 is ending, 1996 is beginning. As usual, 
we must at this ume take stock of the achievements and 
failures of the ending year, but we must particularly set 
ourselves more encouraging objectives for the next 12 
months. 


Dear compatriots: 1995 has been a year marked by tests 
of all sorts. The political-security crisis the country has 
been experiencing since October 1993 has not eased 
at all. In fact it has sharply deteriorated to the extent 
that both Burundians and foreigners are questioning the 
willingness, if not the ability of the Burundian State, and 
of the whole political community to extract our country 
from this mess. 


Blind violence, motivated by revenge or simple crime, 
has continued to snatch our brothers and sisters away. 
Certain sources say that 15,000 of our compatriots have 
been massacred on the basis of ethnicity, which in a way 
is an indication of the ideological and political unrest 
experienced by our country since its independence 
—— namely, the ideology, the policies, the attitudes 
of exclusion, of extermination of others, and even 
genocidal trends. 


In Burundi, the race of the elite for the conquest 
and or monopoly of power has become a real killer 
device which ts driving the sovereign people to despair, 
exposing them to deadly pressures, and finally nurturing 
despair among a wounded people whose sacred nature 
has been stripped and massacred by the very people 
who are supposed to or claim to liberate them. This 
has been the main cause of the suffering which, since 
independence and between more or less equal periods of 
ume, has afflicted our people, especially since October 
1993. 


Dear compatriots: The rather gloomy political [word 
*ndistinct} which is prevailing has not wiped our country 
out. However, if we are not vigilant enough, our country 
runs the nsk of total collapse. It 1s a tact that che 
country's semor officials, staring with the president 
of the Republic, the prime minister, national assembly 
members, and certain political party leaders have spared 
no effort in the search for, and the restoration of peace 
in our country. Their concern has been to speak the 
same language, and to (’display) noble. honest, and 
responsible behavior in the face of the phenomena and 
factors muilitating against our people (n their quest for 
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security and peace for all. One has to note that there 
has been more hesitation, and even a certain persistence 
in advancing controntauona!l approach, if not a totally 
destructive approach on the side of politcal partners 
The results of this are known: The collapse of the state, 
its Insututions, bodies, and services; the deteriorauion of 
the economic and social system; and the anxiety of the 
internauonal Community, given the fact that our country 
has gone out of control. 


Dear compatriots: What are the phenomena and factors 
causing the violence which the Burundian people are 
being torced to face and to fight, and against which 
they must organize themselves in order to overcome 
the challenges in order to restore security for all, dignity 
tor all Burundians in general, and their (guests)? The 
most recent cabinet meetung held by the government 
identified the following phenomena: 


1. The bloody coup d'etat of 21 October 1993, which 
resulted in the murder of the president of the Republic, 
Melchior Ndadaye, and some of his close aides: Those 
who masterminded the coup attempt, implemented 1, 
and served as its accomplices bear an important part 
of the responsibility for the current crisis shaking our 
country, a crisis which they orginated 


2. The massacres perpetrated against innocent people, 
either in connection with the aftermath of the coup 
d'etat or in killings under the unacceptable pretext of 
taking revenge tor the slain president, or acts of revenge 
conducted in reacuon to the repression of the [word 
indistinct}; Those who masterminded these massacres. 
who implemented them, and who acted as accomplices 
in them surely constitute an obstacle to the efforts to 
restore normalcy in national lite, and the country’s 
Security, 


4. The fact that Hutu fanatical political-military groups 
have heen set up, groups which pretend to struggle for 
the restorauon of democracy or for the rehabilitation 
of the Hutu ethnic group: Some of these groups, the 
Party tor the Liberation of the Hutu People, and the 
National Liberation Front, for example, were there long 
before the 21 October 1993 crisis, while others like 
the National Council tor the Defense of Democracy. 
a clandestine organization set up by former members of 
the current ruling party, was formed in reaction to the 
hioady coup attempt of 21 Octoher 1993. These groups 
do not only attack the Army but also target people of 
Tutsi ethnic ongin, notably among the displaced, as weil 
as people of Hutu ethnic ongin who do not agree with 
their philosophy. These groups also aim at overthrowing 
the present institutions 


4 The tact that Tuts: fanatic terrorists groups have 
heen formed, groups which clam to work for the 
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protecuon of minorities: Notably, some of them dream 
of destroying the institutions established in accordance 
with the government convention, starting with the 
presidential institution. These groups also kill innocent 
people, loot and destroy their property. This is notably 
against people of Hutu ethnic origin. 


5. The fact that within the security forces, elements char- 
acterized mainly by indiscipline, feelings of revenge, 
and the lure of gain — weaknesses which tarnish the 
image of our security forces — kill innocent people 
or loot or destroy their property in a selective manner, 
which makes it even more difficult to establish the total 
confidence needed between our people and these secu- 
rity forces, especially during the current war. 


6. Criminality of all sorts is on the increase in the 
country, notably +1 the town of Bujumbura, through 
drug use and trafficking, armed robbery, and so on. 


Dear compatriots: These are the fronts on which the Bu- 
rundian State must fight to win the present war which 
jeopardizes the security and peace of the citizens, and 
ihe security and peace which the government must pro- 
mote for all as a part of its duty. A war of this sort 
requires the proper mobilization and coordination of 
all available resources. This also requires appropriate 
means. The new year must be a year in which all these 
phenomena are swept away and defeated. The insti- 
tutions, the numerous state services and organizations 
have the capacity to agree to work together to over- 
come these phenomena of fear, violence, and uncer- 
tainty which threaten our people's future. 


Today the situation is such that if one is not vigilant, 
these phenomena, given their complexity, might lead 
to the total destruction of the Burundian nation. Dear 
compatriots, please allow me to show you how these 
warmongers and troublemakers must be fought 


1. We must embark on stabilizing and consolidating the 
institutions, mainly those of the head of state, the gov- 
ernment, and the national assembly. To this end, a rapid 
solution must be found to the regrettable phenomenon 
of political partners who signed the government conven- 
tion adopting attitudes of eternal confrontation, mutual 
exclusion, and even physical elimination. I personally 
promise to do everything to root out of the state appa- 
ratus all those who are obstructing the state from op- 
erating normally, and those who may try to sabotage it 
from within. 


I advise all those in leadership positions in government 
services to smash any forms of negative complicity 
likely to develop within the state apparatus to foster 
this phenomenon of insecurity. This advice 1s directed 
to the government, the national assembly, the judiciary, 
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the security forces — that is to say the Army, the 
Gendarmerie, and the police — and other government 
services. To that end, the state's discursive thinking 
must be coherent, and must address the anxieties of each 
and every citizen. The only language to be promoted 1s 
that of truth. The security and peace which we need 
cannot survive if the insecurity phenomenon is not 
addressed or sentimentality is applied to it. Our people 
see in the political messages addressed to them that there 
is a will to destroy all phenomena of insecurity totally. 


2. The year 1996 must be characterized by an implacable 
fight against impunity. The national judiciary will have 
to deal more actively with the cases related to the 
21 October 1993 coup attempt, and the massacres 
experienced by the country since that date. 


Recommendations have been addressed to the Ministry 
of Justice directing it to examine the cooperation which 
must exist between the investigations conducted by the 
state prosecutor's office, and the international commis- 
sion of inquiry into the 21 October 1993 coup attempt, 
and the politically motivated massacres experienced by 
the country since October 1993. 


3. The people-administration-security forces triad must 
develop further by freeing itself from unacceptable 
mistrust which has sapped it until now. This war cannot 
be won if the people [words indistinct}. To that effect, 
it is indispensable and compulsory for all the other 
components — that is to say the security forces and 
the administration — to understand that they have no 
other raison d'etre than the protection of the interests of 
our people, whose primary interest is the nght to lite 
In this struggle, the people must not be regarded as an 
object which can be manipulated to achieve whatever 
goals one wants to attain, but as a partner, indeed the 
cardinal one. 


4. The crisis experienced by Burundi being mainly of a 
political nature, it is obvious that the most efficient way 
to solve it is also political. The political partners who 
signed the government convention were not wrong in 
recommending that a national debate on the country’s 
fundamental problems be organized with a view to 
arriving at a pact on peaceful coexistence of the 
nation’s various components, and the drafting of a 
constitution more suited to national realities, and the 
managerial requirements of a modern state, the state 
being necessarily and fundamentally a state of law 


The technical commission in charge of drafting the 
report on the holding of that debate has just delivered 
the results of its work to us. Within the next few days 
we will submit the report to the political partners so 
that they can analyze it with a view to launching the 
debate as soon as possible. For us, this debate must be 
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a hegouauon among Burundians. Every Burundian must 
take part in it on a single condition: that the debate takes 
place without any forms of pressure, notably exerted 
by violent meatis. We want a debate of the broadest 
spectrum possible to allow each and every Burundian, 
wherever he or she 1s, to air his or her views on his or 
her future, and on his or her destiny. 


5. Very obviously, minimal security is required for that 
debate to be held in a productive manner. Thal is why 
the government must quickly initiate a strong policy of 
moral, poliucal, and security recovery for the country. 
It must deploy all the necessary forces to reassure 
everyone of tts [words indistinct]. 


Dear compatriots, trends of Burundi: We are going 
through a very dangerous situation. If sustained efforts 
are not made rapidly first by the Burundian people them- 
selves, whose initiatives must afterwards be supported 
by friends and the international community, the coun- 
try will run the nsk of sinking into the unknown, and 
of bringing about serious consequences on the security, 
stability, and péace in the Great Lakes region, which 1s 
already full of problems. It is therefore everyone's duty 
to work for the cause of peace. It 1s aite for Burun- 
dians, notably those within the state apparatus, to put 
an end to certain destructive tendencies, dangerous wa- 
verings, and particularly to the paralyzing approach of 
controntauion and destruction. It is through this path that 
peace can be attained. It 1s that peace, dear compatriots 
ang all friends of Burundi, that | wish for you in 1996. 
Let it be a year of renewed trust, a year characterized 
by the mie of justice and security for all, a year of a 
new genuine start for the nauonal economy. Times are 
certainly difficult, but with the common will to defeat 
fear and selfishness, victory for peace 1s in our reach. 


My best wishes to everyone on the occasion of the new 
year 1996. May God protect Burundh. 


Ex-Prime Minister Sibomana Survives Gun Attack 


AB29/2205695 Paris AFP in English 
1814 GMT 29 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} Buyumbura, 29 Dec (AFP) 
— Unidentified men fired shots Friday [29 December] 
at the home of former Burundian Prime Minister Adrien 
Sibomana, a Hutu, in an attempt to kill him, informed 
sources said here. Sibomana was unhurt in the attack 
which was blamed on Tutsi extremists, the sources said. 
The attackers did not attempt to break into the house. 


Sibomana was premier under former President Pierre 
Buyoya, a Tutsi, who was defeated in Burundi’s first 
multi-party presidential elections in June 1993. Many 
Burundian Hutus believe that Tutsi extremists are en- 
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gaged in a Campaign to “exterminate the Hutu elite 


and their minority Tutsi allies. 


Late Thursday the deputy governor of the northe 4 
Kyanza Province, also a Hutu, was assassinated, rei - 
able sources here said. Two deputies of the Burundi 
Democracy lront, the leading party in the mainly-Hutu 
presidential majonty, have been killed in the past two 
weeks, probally by Tutsi extremists. Last week Bede 
Nzobonimpa, (he Hutu governor of Ngozi Province in 
the north of the country, was gunned down. [passage 
omitted] 


Rwanda 


Government Responds to Refugee Group's Request 


FA2912203795 Kigali Radio Rwanda in French 
1800 GMT 29 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Rwandan Government has 
always called on all Rwandans, wherever they are, to 
return home, and it has also urged them to take part 
in the reconstruction of our country. This is the answer 
given by Major General Paul Kagame, vice president 
of the Republic and defense minister, to a letter from 
Innocent Butare, executive secretary of the Rally for 
Democracy and the Return of Refugees to Rwanda 
{[RDR]. The letter in quesuon calls for negotiations with 
the Rwandan Government. 


The vice president of the Republic went on to say 
that Rwanda’s problems were well-known, even by 
the international Community. However, some of those 
who write this sort of letter are at the origin of these 
problems, the vice president of the Republic said. 


Turning to certain individuals who are now leaving the 
country, the vice president of the Republic said some 
people now feel guilty for their reprehensible acts and 
are using the country’s political problems as pretexts to 
pass themselves off as innocent people once they are 
abroad. He added that fortunately the number of those 
leaving is very little compared to those returning home 


Finally, the vice president of the Republic expressed 
salisfacton over improved security in the country al- 
though a few armed groups from Zaire are still trying 
to destabilize the country, fortunately without success 


RDR Not Recognized as Spokesman 


ABI912204195 Paris AFP in English 
1746 GMT 29 Dec 9S 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt) Kigali, 29 Dec (AFP) 
— The Kigali government on Friday {29 December] 
rejected a request for dialogue from the main Rwandan 
refugee organisation, representing the country’s Hutu 
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majority. The appeal for talks came in a letter to vice- 
president and defence minister General Paul Kagame, 
the leader of the Tutsi-dominated Rwandan Patnotic 
Front [|RPF] who ts seen as Kigali’s strongman — from 
the Rally for the Return of Refugees and Democracy in 
Rwanda (RDR) 


Rwanda’s Information Minister, Jean-Pierre Bizimana, 
told AFP: “We do not re_ognise the RDR as the inter- 
locutor of the Rwandan Government nor as spokesman 
for the refugees.” The letter was signed by RDR’s ex- 
eculive secretary, Innocent Butare. 


Buiare said that Kagame was ‘the only one who has the 
power to give the green light to a salutary act which 
would unblock the situauon and open the way to a 
lasting peace and development . Kagame acknowledged 
receipt of the letter and said the government had “always 
called on all Rwandans, wherever they are, to return.” 


In an interview broadcast on Rwanda radio, he said 
the Kigali authorities were “doing everything possible 
to find soluuons to the country’s problems” and that 
‘all Rwandans must return so that we can discuss 
these problems toyether and find solutions together.” He 
accused the RDR of being responsible for the problems: 
I don’t know why they won't return,’ he said. 


The Kigali goverment, installed after the RPF won a 
three-month civil war in July last year, has repeatedly 
turned down appeals for dialogue with the RDR, which 
it considers to be an organisation of “Nazis”. The RDR, 
for its part, accuses Kigali of attempts to brand all Hutus 
murderers. [passage omitted] 


President Hails Government's Achieveinents 


FAOIOLIGIR8VGO Kigali Radio Rwanda in English 
OSIS GMT 1 Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] His Excellency The President 
of the Republic, Pasteur Bizimungu, has addressed the 
nation with a message of best wishes for the new year 
1996. The president, Pasteur Bizimungu, sax! in his 
message that a lot has been achieved. He pointed out 
some of the highlights ot the year 1995S, including visits 
to Rwanda Py prominent political figures from Airican 
countnes, the United States, and European countries. 


President Pasteur Bizimungu recalled that Rwanda was 
awarded a prize having achieved the best performance 
in human nights situation. The Rwandan Government 
has repatriated more than 2 mullion refugees, both 
old and recent refugees, and resettled more than | 
million displaced people from (Azone Trukwaze). This 
contradicts the misinformation conducted from abroad 
by the enemies of Rwanda responsible for genocide. 
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President Pasteur Bizimungu said thai Rua |. has won 
international merit due to the good politics of the 
current government. He added that some infiltration has 
been going on to destabilize peace in Rwanda, but he 
added that about 1,000 infiltrators have been arrested 
by security forces with the cooperation of the Rwandan 
population to whom the president extended his gratitude. 


The presideat of the Republic called on the Rwandan 
people inside Rwanda not to pay allenuon to rumors 
spread by genocide criminals that they are preparing 
to attack the country from the countries where they 
have sought asylum. At the same time, President Pasteur 
Bizimungu advised innocent refugees against rumors 
spread by inuumidators inside the refugee camps, rumors 
which are intended to stop refugees from returning 
home. 


President Pasteur Bizimungu said that much has been 
achieved in the process of national reconciliation and in 
the area of justice. 


In the economic sector, commendable ectforts have 
been made by the Rwandan Government to revive the 
economy shattered by the genocide and the war. The 
new Rwandan currency has been introduced. 


President Pasteur Bizimungu concluded his address to 
the nation by calling upon all the leaders and the whole 
population inside Rwanda to work even harder and 
demonstraie firmer determination to build the nation and 
bring more development. 


Minister, Tanzania’s Kikwete Discuss Repatriation 


FA31!2132495 Kigali Radio Rwanda in English 
OS1S GMT 31 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt} The minister for foreign at- 
fairs, Mr. Anastase Gasana, has received his Tanzanian 
counterpart, Mr. [Jakaya] Kikwete, al breakfast yester- 
day. Their discussion centered on the return of Rwandan 
refugees in Tanzania and exchange of trade at the border 
post of Rusumo and to continue with good cooperation 
of the two countries and the region, using the Organiza- 
tion of the Kagera Basin, which groups together in this 
organization the countnes of Rwanda, Tanzania, Bu- 
rund, and Uganda. 


At the occasion, Mr. Kikwete said that he has vis- 
ited five refugee camps at Ngara and three others at 
Karagwe. On the intention of his visits to the refugee 
camps, he said he meant to find out how the refugees 
were living and how they would return home. On the 
return of refugees returning to Rwanda he noticed intim- 
idation of refugees. Therefore, Mr. Kikwete has asked 
officials of the Rwandan Government to closely com- 
municate with the refugees and to enlighten them on the 
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Situauon and peace prevailing now in the country. And 
he added that Tanzania would closely collaborate with 
the international tnbunal on Rwanda. 


Mr. Gasana, meanwhile, expressed gratitude on behalf 
of the government of Rwanda to the government and the 
people of Tanzania on the fraternal cooperation between 
the two countries. [passage omitted] 


Zaire 


Inter-Ethnic Clashes Reported in North Kivu 


L.D0!01160196 Paris Radw France international 
in French 1230 GMT 1 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] In refugee camps in eastern 
Zaire more than | million Rwandans are beginning the 
new year in exile. In Goma, a town tn North Kivu in 
eastern Zaire, several incidents were reported on New 
Year's Eve. We have a report from Kibambi Chintoua: 


[Chintoua] On the afternoon of 31 December, two 
people were killed and one was senously injured in 
Goma when a truck hit a mine and blew up in Kibati, 
12 km from the town center. This news was confirmed 
by the governor of North Kivu whom we contacted by 
phone. The governor, Moto Mupenda, also reported that 
on 31 December the Hutu and Unde populations were 
involved in clashes at Miandja in the Masisi region, 
about 130 km from Goma. The cause [of the clashes] 
was the Hutus, who are reported to have left their 
villages to go and attack the Unde. The toll is not yet 
known. 


Uncertainty has overwhelmed everyone in the refugee 
camps. Humanitarian organizations, such as the World 
Food Program, are envisaging cutting down heavily 
on their assistance to the refugees from 8 January to 
encourage them to return home. The Rwandan refugees 
mostly claim that their return is being delayed by the 
Kigali authorities who believe that all young Hutus from 
the age of 18 and older took part in the genocide. The 
refugees believe that this is a dangerous assumption. 
This is a year that is beginning rather badly for them. 


Refugee Group Leader Confirms Arrest of 
Members 


AB2912190595 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1215 GMT 29 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Text} To show its determination to 
combat insecunty in Zaire, it seems the authorities 
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have effected some arrests among members of the 
Rally for Democracy and the Return of Refugees 
to Rwanda [RDR], the group defending the interests 
of Rwandan exiles. These arrests ace confirmed by 
RDR Chairman Francois Nsabalinisna who before 
reaffirming his party's desire to negouate with the Kigali 
government, gives details on the arrests to Mohamed 
Issoufou Saliou: 


[Begin recording] (Nsabahimana] The authorities said 
they were arresting inumidators, but we believe these 
afrests were made under pressure, first, from the Cairo 
summit, then from the meeting between the UNHCR 
and the Zairian authorities in Geneva, and especially, 
from the Kigali authorities. A number of people have 
been released, but others are still being detained. 


{Saliou] It appears some of them have even been 
transferred to Kinshasa. 


{Nsabahimana] Following the arrests, we hired lawyers 
We are protesting these arrests, which are extrajudiciary 
and are being effected outside the orders of the interna- 
tional tnbunal. 


[Sahiou] A communique issued by your movement states 
your desire for dialogue with the Rwandan Government 
Can you provide further clarification on this? 


[Nzabahimana] We already wrote early this year to the 
Kigali government to negotiate. It was during the ume of 
Prime Minister Faustin Twagiramungu, but he was not 
able to or did not want to respond. We have now written 
Officially to Vice President Kagame who, apparently, 
pulls the power strings, and plays a big role in both the 
Army, the government, and circles such as the political 
and military organizations. We wanted to make him 
aware of his responsibilities; therefore, we reaffirmed 
our desire and readiness for dialogue and negotiation 


{Saliou] When you talk of negotiation, what, concretely, 
do you expect from the Kigali government ’ 


[Nzabahimana] Concretely, we expect the Kigali gov- 
ernment to: 


1. Approach us and to recognize us as a group which 
can rebuild the country; 


2. Discuss the repatriation of refugees since it is the 
most urgent issue, and; 


3. Talk about the entire transitional process. fend 
recording] 
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Eritrea 


UN’s Butrus-Ghali: Axmara, Yemen Ready To Talk 


EA3112190495 Asmara Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Arabic 1600 GMT 31 Dec 98 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The UN secretary general, Dr. 
Butrus Butrus-Ghali, has said after meeting both the 
Eritrean and Yemeni presidents, that his conclusion was 
that both sides had the will and the political readiness 
to resolve peacefully the dispute over the ownership of 
the Hanish islands. Butrus-Ghali made the remarks after 
meeting President Isaias Afwerki in Asmara, with whom 
he discussed international issues, particularly the dispute 
between Eritrea and Yemen over the Hanish islands. 


In a news statement at Asmara airport, Dr. Butrus- 
Ghali announced that he was ready to open offices to 
undertake the task of narrowing differences between the 
(wo sides and reinforcing their desire for peace. He said 
he had great hopes that the problem could be resolved 
by means of bilateral and regional talks. 


He said he would present a final report on his conclu- 
sions to the Secua.ty Council after mecting both sides. 


The secretary general left the country this afternoon 
after arriving here today from Yemen, where he had 
been holding talks with Yemeni president ‘Ali “Abdul- 
lah Salih. 


Afwerki Seeks To Define Red Sea Maritime Borders 


NCO0101203396 Paris AFP in English 
2008 GMT | Jan 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Dubayy, Jan | (AFP) — 
Eritrean Presigent Isaias Afwerki called on Saudi Arabia 
and Dyibouts to demarcate their maritime borders with 
his country, in an interview published Monday [1 
January} by the Arab weekly AL-WASAT. 


Afwerki said Eritrea’s conflict with Yemen over the 
disputed Red Sea island of al-Hanish al-Kabir, which 
Asmara seized on December 18 after a three-day battle, 
involved all nearby countries. 


‘Our conflict with Yemen will not be settled for good 
untl all the maritime borders between the two countries 
are fixed, Afwerki toid the newspaper. “Any demarca- 
tion of the Yemeni-Eritrean borders must absolutely in- 
volve Eritrea’s maritime borders with Saudi Arabia and 
Djibouti,” he said. “The time has come to fix the mar- 
iume borders between al! these countnes. | think Saudi 
Arama, along with all countries situated on the Red Sea, 
are involved in this affair, insofar as stability in the sea 
is Of concern to many countnes worldwide,” he added. 
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An Eritrean delegation was due in Saudi Arabia on 
Monday at the start of a Gulf tour to give Asmara’s 
side of its island dispute with Yemen. 


The delegation, headed by Interior Minister Ali Said 
Abdalla, will deliver a message from President Isaias 
Afwerki to leaders of the Gulf Cooperation Council 
during the mission, Eritrean ambassador Mohammad 
Omar Mahmud told AFP. 


The al-Hanish archipelago, which both sides clam, 
guards access to strategic Red Sea shipping lanes. 
Its ownership has never been formally decided by 
international convenuon. 


Afwerki Rejects Withdrawal as Talks Precondition 


ABO0201115496 Paris AFP in French 
1011 GMT 2 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text} Asmara, 2 Jan (AFP) — The 
demand by Yemen for the withdrawal of the Eritrean 
Army from the Great Hanish !siand in the Red Sea as 
mandatory for the start of negouations ts an impossible 
condition,” The disclosure was made today by Eritrea’s 
President Isaias Afwerki. 


The Eritrean leader indicated in an interview with AFP 
that “we consider this as an impossible condition which 
serves no purpose. 


President Afwerki added that according to my under- 
standing, the demand emanates from the internal prob- 
lems being encountered by Yemen. We have been told 
that the masses are furious in Yemen. They are demand- 
ing that punishment be meted out to Eritrea and this 
explains the current precondition. 


He furthe: said, ‘the authorities in Yemen must act as 
Statesmen on the issue rather than follow the demands 
of the masses or toe the line of internal and external 
Opposiuon groups in their attempts to capitalize on the 
Situation in the country. President Afwerki said ‘if 
we talk about withdrawal, then 11 must be a general 
withdrawal.” 


The Eritrean leader was rather optimistic and assured 
that the current crisis “will not take months’ to be 
resolved. “People are more reasonable about the affair. 
We think the frame of mind 1s very good. We hope to 
arrive al a point where we could start negouations on 
our differences.” 


Interior Minister Begins Gulf, Middle Exst Tour 
FA0101194896 Asmara Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrinva 1600 GMT] Jan 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text} An Eritrean Government dele- 
gation led by Internal Affairs Minister Ali Said Abdalla 
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left for the Gulf and Middle East states this afternoon. 
Prior to his departure. the minister told the ERITREAN 
NEWS AGENCY that the aim of the tour is to openly 
affirm the Eritrean Government's clear stance and readi- 
ness to resolve the unwanted dispute between Eritrea 
and Yemen peacefully. The delegation’s tour is a con- 
unuation of the Eritrean Government's efforts to resolve 
the Hanish archipelago dispute peacefully. 


The delegation will tour a!l the Gulf states, Syria, Iraq, 
Jordan, and other countries. The interior minister is 
accompanied by Deputy Foreign Minister (Salih Idris 
Kekia), and the head of recruitment of the Peoples’ 
Front for Democracy and Justice, Mr. Abdalla Jabir. 


To Present ‘Asmara’s Side’ 
NCO101085396 Paris AFP in English 
O819 GMT 1 Jar. 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} Abu Dhat, Jan | (AFP) — 
An Eritrean delegation was due in Saudi Arabia on 
Monday [1 January] at the start of a Gulf tour to give 
Asmara’s side of its island dispute with Yemen, the 
Eritrean ambassador said Monday. 


The delegation, headed by Interior Minister Ali Said 
Abdalla, will deliver a message from President Isaias 
Afwerki to leaders of the Gulf Cooperation Council dur- 
ing the mission, ambassador Mohammad Omar Mah- 
mud told AFP. 


The GCC groups Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the United Arab 
Emurates, Qatar, Bahrain and Oman. 


Eritrea seized the Red Sea island of al-Hanish al-Kabir 
(Greater Hanish) on December 18 after a three-day 
battle in which nine soldiers died, and the UN, Russia 
and Ethiopia have joined international efforts to solve 
the dispute. 


The ai-Hanish archipelago, which both sides claim, 
guards access to strategic Red Sea shipping lanes. 
Its ownership has never been formally dec:lud by 
internauional convention. 


The Yemeni parliament on Sunday denounced Eritrean 
“aggression” in the conflict. 


Russian Envoy Offers To Mediate in Yemen 
Dispute 

FA3112130795 Asmara Voice of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tigrinya OS00 GMT 31 Dec 9S 


[FBIS Translated Text} President Isaias Afwerki yester- 
day received a special envoy from the Russian Govern- 
ment, Mr. Viadimir (S. Shishov), who delivered to him 
a message from President Boris Yeltsin. 
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During their meeting at the State Lounge yesterday 
the envoy noted the Russian Government's readiness 
to contribute toward bringing about 4 peaceful dialogue 
to resolve the dispute between Eritrea and Yemen over 
the Hanish archipelago. He also 
unwanted conflict could benefit neither country, his 
country was prepared to mediate if agreed 
countries. 


said that because the 


President Isaias for his part bricted the envoy on the 
origins of the conflict and reiterated that his govern 
ment was convinced that the dispute must be resolved 
peacefully. He expressed disappomntment over what had 
happened and went on to say that inasmuch @s his gov- 
ernment’s first priority was peace tor the reconstruction 
of the country, his country was determined | 
the dispute by means of peacetul dialogue and mediators 
acceptable to both countries. He expressed appreciation 
for the Russian Government's initiative and urged it t 
persevere with it 


» Tesoive 


Plane Arrives To Repatriate Yemeni POWs 
FA2912192495 Asmara Vou t f the Rr ad \f ésse' f 
Eritrea in Tigrinva 1600 GMT 2© Dec 9s 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} The Yemen: POW's will 
be sent home: tomorrow in keeping with the Entrean 
Government's promise to release them. It has been 
learned that the Yemeni POW's will be leaving for 
home tomorrow via the International Commutiee of the 
Red Cross. They will leave by plane in two groups. The 

vistivad 


plane taking them home rived tO } i\ Dass ve Ti iG) 


J 


POWs Leave for Home 30 Dec 


EA3012161895 Asmara Vowe of the Broad Masses of 
Eritrea in Tiertinva 0400 GMT 40 Des 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Yemem POWs will 
leave for their country this mit 1 (15 GMT 
in keeping with the Enitrean Government's promise | 
release them 


They will leave for Hodaida, Yemen, in two batches vs 
the ICRC [Internat nal Committee of the Red Cross 
The second batch will leave at 1000 GMT 
omitted} 


pr adssape 


Opposition in Sudan Plans To Overthrow Isatas 
FAO10/ 201096 Khartoum SUNA in Enel 
1089 GMT 1 Jan ¥5 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Khartou lan (SUNA 
Chairman of the Eritrean Liberation Front CELI 
Abdalla ldris Mohamed has issued 4 statement stating 
that the hostlity acts of the cxrsting Eritrean regime 
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against Sudan do not reflect the will and attitude of the 
Eritrean people. 


The Eritrean Liberation Front, meanwhile, has congrat- 
ulated the Sudanese people on the occasion of the 40th 
anniversary of Sudan independence. The front affirmed 
that Sudan is now more capable of confronting [passage 
indisunct). 


The Eritrean Liberation Front accused Afwerki’s regime 
of oppressing the Eritrean people and denying them the 
right of practicing their national freedoms. The front 
pointed out Afwerki is attempting to distort the cultural 
identity of the Eritrean people for the interest of foreign 
forces. 


The statement, meanwhile, expressed the front’s con- 
demnation of Afwerki’s provocations against Sudan and 
Yemen, asserting that these provocations came in the 
framework of plots woven by colonialists. The front 
further underlined that it aims at overthrowing the ar- 
rogant regime oi Isaias Afwerki ad replacing it with 
a National unity government which represents the Su- 
danese [as received] people, expresses it interests and 
establishes good relations with all Arab, African and 
other countries. 


Ethiopia 


Yemen Envoy Urges OAU Chief To Settle Hanish 
Row 

FA3012153195 Nairobi KNA in English 

1300 GMT 30 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text! Addis Ababa (KNA-PANA) 
~- Salim Ahmed Salim, secretary general of the OAU, 
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met here Friday [29 December] with a special envoy 
of the government of Yemen, and assured him of his 
Ofganizauon's commitment to 4 peaceful resolution of 
the dispute between Eritrea and Yemen over some Red 
Sea islands. 


Salim, who had earlier in the day concluded a two-day 
working visit to Eritrea, had in Asmara, the capital, re- 
iterated the OAU's commitment to lowering the tension 
between the two countries ‘and intuauing sustainable ne- 
gotiations to bring the dispute to a peaceful end. 


(Marban) Nu’man, the Yemeni special envoy, delivered 
“a communication” trom his foreign minister to Salim. 
He also explained his couxtry’s position in its conflict 
with Eriirea over the Hanish archipelago at the southern 
mouth of the Red Sea. 


According to a prepared statement by the OAU, the 
Yemeni envoy asked the secretary general “to use his 
good offices to find a negotiated and pacific settlement 
to the dispute.” He said the tension was threatening the 
peace and security of an internauonal waterway. 


Salim, while in Eritrea, held discussiors with President 
Isaias Afwerki and Foreign Minister Fetros Solomon. 
He reiterated his appeal for restraint by the two sides, 
urging them “to pursue a path of dialogue, negotiations 
and, where appropriate, mediation or arbitration, the 
Statement said. Salim said it was in the interest of both 
Eritrea and Yemen to resolve the conflict peacefully 
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President Mandela Delivers New Year's Message 


MB3112170295 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1609 GMT 31 Dec 95 


[New Year's adcvess to the nation by President Nelson 
Mandela; place and date not given — recorded) 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Fellow compatriots: The year 
1995 is drawing to a close on a high note. We have 
achieved the highest level of social, political, and 
economic stability in the history of our nation. Never 
before have South Africans acted in unison as they 
have done in the past year. We deserve to congratulate 
ourselves. 


Our democracy is growing from strength to strength. 
The local government elections brought democracy 
where we live. Far-reaching changes have been set in 
train at every level of society. 


Legislation passed in the last session of Parliament is 
transforming the police services, labor relauions, edu- 
cation, and land reform. Institutions and mechanisms 
to ensure the vibrancy of our democracy, good gov- 
ernance, and lasting reconciliation were set in place. 
Among these, we can single out the National Economic 
Development and Labor Council, Nedlac; the Constitu- 
tional Court; the Human Rights Commission; the Office 
of the Public Protector; and the Truth and Reconcilia- 
uon Commission. 


We have registered the lowest inflation rate in two 
decades. Economic growth has reached encouraging 
levels, and business confidence is at an all-time high. 
Foreign investment figures are growing impressively by 
the day. 


Our sporting community has registered a singular 
achievement in the past year. Our young men and 
women have conquered continents and the world in a 
number of sporting codes. The Rugby World Cup stood 
out as a particular spectacle. Our whole nation stood 
behind a sport which was once a symbol of apartheid. 


We therefore have a reason to approach the coming year 
with confidence. Above all, we must build on the good 
start we have made in improving the living conditions 
of the people. We can look forward to multiplying the 
numbers who have so far benefited from initial projects 
to provide water, to start land restitution, to bring basic 
health care where it was lacking, and to start the housing 
program. 

Sadly, we continue to have an unacceptably high crime 
rate. Although our overall approach is to ulumately 
defeat crime by removing its causes, we have taken 
immediate measures to deal with the law-breakers. The 
Community Safety Plan is a dynamic formula which 


FBIS-AFR-96-001 
2 January 1996 


sunimonses all South Africans to cooperate to vanquish 
this cancer. 


Thankfully, poliuca) violence has bee” all but eradicated 
in most parts of the country, and we have begun to 
register some progress in KwaZulu/Natal. The scale of 
the killings is, however, unacceptably high. One of the 
great challenges of 1996 will be to heighten the struggle 
against violent crime. | am confider' that South Afncans 
will not be found wanung. 


The government is focussing its attention on measures 
to ensure that economic growth ts further stumulated, in 
order to improve the nation’s quality of life. Proposals 
on the restructuring of state assets should be seen within 
the context of this objective, and all of us should 
ensure that this process does not undermine the interests, 
especially, of workers. 


I appeal to all South Africans, teachers, doctors, work- 
ers, business people, lawyers, women, youth, and our 
sports people, to join ranks with the government of na- 
tional unity, and work for a better future for all our 
people. The good start we made in 1994 and 1995 must 
inspire us tO even greater achievements. 


I feel obliged to single out the members of the security 
forces for praise, for the outstanding work they have 
done, despite the appalling conditions under which they 
work. We are proud of you. 


I wish to thank all South Africans for the support 
they gave to the government of national unity and the 
president in the past year. It is this kind of support 
that will spur us on to make 1996 an even better year. 
Together, let us reach for the stars' 


Mandela Reassures Colored Community of Rights 


MBO10i170996 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
145] GMT O01 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) CAPE TOWN Jan | SAPA 
— There was no reason for the coloured community in 
South Africa tc feel they were a minority dependent on 
Africans or whites, President Nelson Mandela said on 
Monday [1 January}. 


Opening the annual Coon Carnival at Green Point 
Stadium in Cape Town, Mandela said the coloured 
community was part of the majonty in South Africa 
whose rights were protected in the constitution. Nobody 
could take those rights away. 


There was no need for the coloured community to feel 
threatened. Anybody who said otherwise was muislead- 
ing the community. 


Dressed in a colourful minstre! outfit, Mandela was 
welcomed by an enthusiastic crowd of several thousand 
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people. “It would have been imporsible for me to 
miss this exciung occasion,” he said in Afrikaans. “The 
reason | am here today is because I admure the culture 
of the coloured community. This could not happen 
anywhere else with as much soul as in Cape Town.’ 


Mandela was greeted with a special musical tnbute sung 
by Robbie Jansen and his band to the tune of “Mona 
Lisa”, an old Louis Armstrong classic. He was followed 
on a tour around the stadium by popular minstrel troops 
such as the Good Hope Entertainers, the Athlone Beach 
Boys, the Hanover Park Pennsylvanians and the Atlanus 
Super Stars. 


The carnival conunues unul January 3. 


Azapo Assails Government’s ‘Rigitwing’ 
Economics 

MB29/2152195 Johannesburg SOWETAN in English 
29 Dec 9S p4 


[Report by Khathu Mamaila} 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] The current debate on privati- 
sauion of state enterprises has revealed that the govern- 
ment of national unity 1s actually more nghtwing in eco- 
nomic matters than the previous white minority regime. 


This was said by the Azanian People’s Organisation 
{[Azapo] president Mr Mosibud: Mangena in his New 
Year message. He said although the coaliuon gov- 
ernment was dominated by black faces, if was more 
rightwing than the apartheid regime. “Successive Na- 
tional Party regimes had maintained these parastatals 
and used them to serve the economic and social needs 
of especially the white population. 


“In particular, state enterprises played a crucial role 
in eradicaung the poor white phenomenon. Instead of 
doing the same, this coalition government wants to 
sell off parastatais to white capitalists, both here and 
abroad,” said Mangena. 


Addressing the question of violence, Mangena said: 
“It beats Azapo why people get all worked up about 
human nghts violations in distant Nigeria while groups 
here are involved in murderous escapades in their own 
backyards.” 


He said car hijackings and other forms of crime were out 
of controi, adding that people were imprisoned in their 
own homes by criminals who raped, killed and robbed 
with impunity. He said he did not expect the government 
to eradicate the legacy of four hundred years of settler 
colonialism in months but there should be a plan to 
move in that direction. 


He charged the government with lacking a strategy to 
deliver social services or to give the majority blacks 
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a meaningful stake in the economy of the country. 
“It appears that under this government blacks are 
condemned to the simple status of being workers and 
servants of the white minority,” said Mangena. 


Freedom Front Leader Issues New Year Message 


MB0201121996 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1211 GMT 2 Jan 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Pretona Jan 2 SAPA — The 
Afrikaner nauon would hopetully get its own country 
in 1996, Freedom Front leader Constand Viljoen said 
in his New Year's message on Tuesday. “God brings 
prospenty and mustortune over a nation. He gave us 
South Africa as fatherland, and He took our autocracy 
from us, he said in a statement in Pretoria. 


“When it is His will, hopetully in 1996, He will again 
give us our own anchor area, because a people without 
a country withers by itself. 


Viljoen warned Afrikaners to be wary of ‘degrading 
propaganda’ against them. “We must not believe all 
to be the truth. The struggle around us will not be 
determined by military ability, but on a much shorter 
distance as a bullet from a gun — in the will and 
thoughts of our people. 


Violence Claims 189 Lives in KwaZulwNatal 


MB30/2183095 Johannesbure SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 30 Dec 9S 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} The death toll from criminal 
and politcal violence in KwaZulu/Natal continues to 
rise. The police say at least 14 more people were killed 
yesterday, pushing up the number of victms in the past 
week to 1&9. 


Monitor groups say violence usually flares up around 
this ime of the year, when mugrant workers return home 
to their families. They say many tradivional Zulu chiefs 
use these so-called reinforcements to settle old scores. 


Yesterday KwaZulu/Natal Premier Frank Mdlalose said 
security would be stepped up in the province this week- 
end, to prevent a New Year repeat of bloody Christ- 
mas Day clashes. Nineteen people died on Christ- 
mas Day, when more than 600 men rampaged through 
Shobashobane area near Port Shepstone. 


Police Commissioner George Fivaz announced earlier 
today that a 35S-member special investigation team 
would soon begin probing the massacre. He said the 
special team would report directly to him, and had been 
Set up to speed up invesugations and hunt down the 
killers. 
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Comiuissioner Fivaz said allegations of police complic- 
ity and failure to preveu’ the Christmas Day massacre 
had to be investigated quickly and independently. He 
said the pol.ce reporting officer in KwaZulu/Natal, ad- 
vocate Neville Melville, would lead a team of experi- 
enced detectives to investigate the claims. 


IFP Official Among Latest Victims 


MB3112174095 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1600 GMT 31 Dec 95 


{FBIS Transcribed Text] The killing in KwaZulu/Natal 
continues, with at least 20 more people murdered since 
the beginning of the New Year's weekend. The killings 
came despite a call by Premier Frank Mdlalose of a 
promise of a security crackdown in the province, to 
prevent a repeat of bloody Christmas Day killings, 
including the massacre of 19 people near Izingolweni 
on the south coast. 


Two of the latest victims were an IFP [Inkatha Freedom 
Party} official, Mr. Sipho Mnikathi, and his brother, 
Sibusiso, who were shot dead in their sleep in their 
house in Impendie’s Nzinga area. Police spokesperson 
Bala Naidoo says the motive for the attack has not been 
established yet. 


Police Commissioner To Speed Up Massacre 
Inquiry 

MB3012143295 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1114 GMT 30 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} PRETORIA Dec 30 SAPA — 
Police National Commissioner George Fivaz announced 
on Saturday [30 January) steps to speed up and consol- 
idate the inquiry into the Izingolweni massacre on the 
KwaZulw/Natal South Coast in which 19 died on Christ- 
mas Day. 


A special team of about 35 experienced detectives 
drawn jointly from KwaZulu/Natal and the rest of South 
Africa had been formed to speed up investigations and 
hunt down the perpetrators, he said in a statement. Fivaz 
said the team would report directly to himself. 


it would be led by Director Bushy Engelbrecht of the 
priority crimes section of the National Crime Investiga- 
ton Service head office in Pretoria and included women 
detectives 


“This team will as rapidly as possible consolidate all 
relevant invesugations and intelligence to identify and 
hunt down the killers as quickly as possible. This is vital 
if community confidence in the SAPS [South African 
Police Service] is to be established and maintained, 
especially in the Izingolweni area.” 
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Minister Says APLA Commander's Arrest Legal 


MB3012143695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1007 GMT 30 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] PRETORIA Dec 30 SAPA 
— No illegal means were used by the South African 
Police Services [SAPS] to arrest former Azanian Peo- 
ple’s Liberauon Army [APLA] Commander Letapa 
“Happy” Mphahlele, Safety and Security Minister Syd- 
ney Mufamadi said on Saturday. 


Mutamadi was responding in a statement to Pan 
Africanist Congress [PAC] charges recently that the 
SAPS abducted Mphahiele in Lesotho and illegally 
brought him back to South Africa. 


The PAC alleged Mphahlele was legally resident in 
Lesotho and his arrest was the zenith of the attack on 
“cadres” in Lesotho and other neighbounng countnes by 
the “State machinery”. They demanded he be returned 
to Lesotho. 


Mufamadi said although he had no representation from 
the PAC, he investigated their charges and found them 
unfounded. 


He said Mphahlele was arrested by Lesotho national 
security services on December 19 and found with 
a Lesotho passport bearing his photograph [words 
indistinct] name. 


He was charged and found guilty of entering Lesotho 
illegally and having a fraudulent Lesotho passport. 


A deportation order was issued by the Lesotho home 
affairs minister on December 22 and he was deported 
to his country of origin — South Africa. He was handed 
over to the SAPS by the immigration officer of the 
Maseru Bridge border post. 


Mphahlele was arrested in terms of a warrant issued in 
Bloemfontein on September 27, 1994 for attacks on the 
Batho and Mangaung police stations on December 14, 
1991. 


"I have been in contact with the Lesotho high commis- 
sioner in South Africa, Mr Lincoln Mokote, who con- 
firmed Mphahlele was indeed deported from Lesotho 
after he was charged and found guilty of entering the 
Kingdom of Lesctho illegally and being in possession 
of a fraudulent Lesotho passport. 


“From the information given to me, | am satisfied that 
no illegal means were used by the SAPS in arresting 
Mphahiele. Whoever holds a view to the contrary is free 
to seek recourse from the courts of the land,” Mufamadi 
said. 


Mphahlele, 35, appeared in the Bethlehem Magistrate's 
Court on Wednesday in connection with a December 
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1991 attack on the Batho police station in Bloemfontein. 
The case was postponed to January 3, 1996. He did not 
apply for bail. 


His afrest comes more than four years after a hand- 
grenade attack on the police station and he is the third 
person held in connection with the attack. 


Water Shortage Continues Despite Recent Rains 


MB3012182195 Johannesburg SATURDAY STAR 
in English 30 Dec 95 pl 


[Report by William-Mervin Gumede]} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text) Water quotas will be a per- 
manent feature of the daily lives of South Africans in 
the near future in spite of the filling of some of the 
country’s dams in recent weeks, according to the water 
affairs and forestry department. 


Communications head Christa Barn? d said water short- 
ages remain one of South Africa's biggest problems. 


Water Affairs minister Kader Asmal announced this 
week that water restrictions in Gauteng are to be lifted 
following the good inflow of water into most of the 
province's dams. 

Rand Water Board chief Vincent Bath said residents 
of the greater Johannesburg and Pretoria metropolitan 
areas would no longer pay penalties for exceeding 
quotas. 


But he said in the long run “some kind of penalty 
system” would be imposed “to discourage wastage’. 


Barnard said a draft paper for a future water policy 
was in progres> and should be ready in the first half of 
next year. She said the paper would be a culmination of 
the department's water conservation campaign started 
in September. 

Tony Heard, special adviser to Asmal, also warned 
that in spite of heavy rainfalls there was still a water 
shortage. “It remains a critical problem and people 
should continue to conserve water,” he said. 


The heavy rains have relieved the drought in most 
of the areas around the Vaal River system which 
includes Rustenburg, Kimberley, Welkom, Bethal, and 
Carletonville. 


According to Barnard, the Vaal Dam is expected to 
reach maximum Capacity today. Barnard said it was vital 
that as much water as possible was stored in the Vaal 
River system to ensure adequate supplies for the next 
two years. 

The dams in the Vaal River system supply water to 
Gauteng, as well as Sasol Il, parts of the Northwest and 
power stations in Mpumalanga. 
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The Sterkfontein Dam, a reserve for the Vaal Dam, was 
only 46% full and water still had to be used sparingly. 


Despite good rains over much of South Africa's 
drought-stricken areas, several parts of the Northern 
Province remain disaster areas, ag.iculture department 
spokesman Gerry Mashapu said this week. 


In the Letaba district the situation is so severe that water 
still has to be transported to the villages. More than one 
million citrus and subtropical fruit trees are said to have 
died in the protracted drought. 


The Messina district is also still drought-stricken, while 
30% of the Soutpansberg area, and parts of Phalaborwa 
and Koedoesrand face severe drought. 


Major dams have received little inflow and the available 
water may be used only by primary consumers. 


Mashapu said livestock had decreased to less than 30% 
of the normal carrying capacity in most of these areas. 


According to the water affairs department, water restric- 
tions are beginning to be lifted in parts of KwaZulu/ 
Natal. Barnard said water releases from the Klipfontein 
Dam regulate the flow in the White Mfolozi River. The 
Goedertrouw Dam, however, is sull only 30% full. 


Mercenaries Begin Withdrawing From Angola 


MB0201141996 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1338 GMT 2 Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Pretoria Jan 2 SAPA — South 
African mercenaries working in Angola as military 
advisers to the Angolan armed forces have started 
withdrawing from that country, Execuuve Outcomes 
said in Pretoria on Tuesday [2 January]. 


“In terms of an agreement between the Angolan govern- 
ment and Executive Outcomes the company has started 
with the withdrawal of employees from Angola as the 
contract between the partes has been fulfilled. The with- 
drawal is scheduled to be completed within the near 
future,” a statement released through the corporation's 


lawyers said. 


The company said it was satisfied that its withdrawal 
would not result in “renewed fighting between UNITA 
{National Union for the Total Independence of Angola] 
and the Angolan armed forces” as the United Nations’ 
peace forces were already fully operational in the 
country. 


The withdrawal announcement came on December 12 
after Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos Santos said 
he was cancelling the contract with the corporation and 
ordered the men out of Angola. 
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The corporation had maintained that it would “only 
leave Angola when advised by the Angolan government 
that it had fulfilled its contract to their satisfaction". 


South African Press Review for 2 Jan 
MBO0201 114496 


[FBIS Editorial Report) 
SOWETAN 


Crime, Unemployment Affect Country’s Prosperity — 
Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 2 January in a 
page-8 editorial says “the majority of South Africans 
remain optimistic about the country’s future,” yet it 
would be “foolhardy” to “pretend that everything in 
the country is as it should be." “Perhaps after the 
political stalemate in KwaZulu/Natal, and the resultant 
slaughter of so many people, crime poses the biggest 
threat to the economic prosperity of South Africa and 
the general well-being of its people.” Unemployment 
and housing are other issues which touch the lives of 
all South Africans and “our failure to address all of these 
problems will seriously jeopardise our progress of the 
last two years.” 


THE CITIZEN 


KwaZulwNatal Killings Continue — The killings in 
KwaZulu/Natal over the Christmas period are “confir- 
mation that the mindless violence which had gripped 
KwaZulwNatal for more than a decade, in which more 
than 13,000 people have been killed, over 750 this year 
alone, is not over, that the killings and counter-killings 
continue, and there is no sign of peace in that province,” 
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notes the page-6 editorial in Johannesburg THE CITI- 
ZEN in English on 27 December. The paper blames 
“both sides,” the ANC and the Inkatha Freedom Party, 
for each has killed supporters of the other party “without 
compunction.” Sending in police and army reinforce- 
ments “has not put an end to the violence" and what is 
required is "a change of heart among the combatants.” 


CITY PRESS 


Crime Hindering Investment — Crime has “become so 
bad that we are already experiencing a medical doctor's 
brain drain and there are also plenty of other profession- 
als quitting as well,” says a page-16 editorial in Johan- 
nesburg CITY PRESS in English on 24 December. ‘It 
is no use bluffing ourselves that we will attract foreign 
investment if crime is not drastically contained.” 


CAPE TIMES 


ANC ‘Cop-Out’ on Nigeria — Cape Town CAPE 
TIMES in English on 20 December in a page-8 editonal 
says: “The predicament of the ANC and President 
Nelson Mandela over Nigeria is acute and obvious. To 
try and wriggle out of it by targeting Shell SA [South 
Africa] is ill-advised and stupid. The most appropriate 
response to the ANC's call for a two-day boycott 
of Shell's products has come from the Johannesburg 
Regional Taxi Forum which said: don’t expect ordinary 
South Africans to do the government's political dirty 
work.” It is a “cop-out” by the ANC to target Shell SA 
and “an excuse” for the “failure of the government to 
formulate a clear and precise strategy on Nigeria.” 
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Angola 
Dos Santos Admits Peace ‘Still Fragile’ 


MB2912220595 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 2010 GMT 29 Dec 95 


{Address by President Jose Eduardo dos Santos to the 
National Assembly at Futungo de Belas in Luanda on 
29 December — recorded] 


{[FBIS Translated Text) I would like to thank you for 
your presence. | would also like to thank you for 
the kind words made in your behalf by the Nationa! 
Assembly chairman. 


Whenever a political leader speaks about the present 
Angolan situation, three fundamental issues are always 
stressed: peace and political stability, the country’s 
economic recovery, and democracy. I will not be an 
exception. 


Toward the end of 1994, our peace expectations were 
enormous. At that time, we had just signed the Lusaka 
Protocol. Today, we are practically at the end of 1995, 
and we note that our peace is still fragile and in need 
of protection. Why? The timetables and the stages that 
were agreed upon are not being implemented. Some 
tensions and difficulties continue — the interrupuon of 
the confinement of National Union for the Total In- 
dependence of Angola's [UNITA] troops; the contin- 
ued flights into the country to supply UNITA, without 
the UN Angola Verification Mission's [Unavem]-3 au- 
thorization and control; the continued military provo- 
cations; and so on and so forth. All these things are 
undermining trust and creating delicate situations. 


In my view, this situation can only be overcome if the 
Unavem-3 and the UN Security Council rigorously and 
impartially follow up the problem and adopt measures 
to guarantee the strict implementation of their mandate 
within the framework of the Lusaka Protocol. 


The government, in turn, will continue to make efforts to 
create conditions for a lasting and irreversible peace in 
the country. Thus, it has ordered its military and civilian 
cadres and services not to take any measures that are 
contrary to the Lusaka Protocol, but to maintain a 
heightened level of vigilance. What is more, it reiterated 
that the government will implement its responsibilities 
— and demand that others implement theirs. 


We feel encouraged that the international community 
has been showing a greater understanding of our diffi- 
culties and needs. What is more, the fraternal and frank 
discussions at the Joint Commission level, between se- 
nior government and UNITA officials, in the presence 
of the United Nations and observer countries, have also 
helped clarify stands and heal differences. This being 
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the case, the situation is not completely lost. I hve this 
will help us all to regain trust in the peace process, lead- 
ing it the point of no return. 


Because the internauonal community understood that 
the Angolan peace process was on the right track, it 
reacted positively, beyond all expectations, promising 
assistance of over $1 billion for reconstruction and 
national reconciliation at the donors’ conference in 
Brussels. 


If peace is not consolidated, the Angolan people will 
lose this facility, which no other country in Africa had 
the opportunity to obtain. 


The government intends to use this assistance for 
programs to rehabilitate Communities and to reintegrate 
war veterans, war-displaced people, and their families 
into the production process — programs that are an 
important component of the government's ongoing 
economic reform program. The objective is to stabilize 
the country’s economic recovery, placing it in a solid 
foundation. This program has immediate tasks for the 
1996, such as to organize our public finances, improve 
the banking system, assist the national productive sector, 
guarantee regular supplies of basic commodities and 
medicine, continue to readjust the basic salary and 
Salanes in general, control prices, promote private 
national or foreign investment, and so on and so forth. 


The short- and medium-term tasks will be carried out 
by the government in coordination with the UN system 
in order to benefit from the technical and financial 
assistance from the international community. 


In this context, my visit to the United States less 
than a month ago not only opened extremely favorable 
prospects for the normalization of bilateral relations but 
also reinforced our country’s credibility before interna- 
tional economic and financial institutions. Considering 
the United States’ political, economic, and financial im- 
portance in the community of nations and the difficulties 
that it directly or indirectly created for us in the past, 
it is easy to conclude that the improvement of bilateral 
relations with that country may have a very positive 
impact on consolidating peace and Angola's economic 
development. 


As we had the opportunity to explain during the 
visit, Our government will continue to respect the 
democratic exercise of political power, by guaranteeing 
a representative and participative democracy, that is a 
government of the people and for the people. 


| would like to thank you for the support given to 
our leadership. We know that the country is not yet 
a bed of roses. We still have a difficult path to tread, 
even during 1996, which 1s around the corner. We are 
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fighting for a better tomorrow. More than our words, our 
actions will determine whether Angola would become 
— in less time than many skeptical people can believe 
— a country where each one can make his personal 
happiness coincide with the happiness of the entire 
fatherland. 


Through you, I would like to wish all the Angolan 
people a happy new year. Long live Angola! 


Opposition Criticizes Speech 
MB3112161795 Jamba Voz da Resistencia do Galo 
Negro in Portuguese 1200 GMT 31 Dec 95 


(FBIS Translated Text) Observers of the Angolan peace 
process said on 30 December that as far as the imple- 
mentation of the Lusaka Protocol is concerned, the An- 
golan president's address to the nation was a palliative, 
confusing, and superfluous speech. The observers said 
President Eduardo dos Santos, as the president of the 
Republic, should have never viewed the Angolan prob- 
lem from strictly the standpoint of the Popular Move- 
ment for the Liberation of Angola. Instead, he should 
have taken into account the Angolan Armed Forces’s 
[FAA] disregard of the peace accord and the inco.  s- 
tencies in the fulfillment of the pledges President bd- 
uardo dos Santos made in the United States. Specifi- 
cally, mercenaries are still in Angola, the FAA and the 
Rapid Intervention Police have not yet been confined 
to barracks, and civilians are still armed. Worse still, 
government forces have not withdrawn from positions 
they occupied in Soyo region, and have embarked on 
an offensive in Uige Province. 


Bengo Governor Hungo Murdered on New Year’s 
Eve 


MBO101134396 Luanda Radio Nacional Network 
in Portuguese 1200 GMT I Jan 96 


[Report by Laurinda Tavares} 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bengo Provincial Governor 
Domingos Hungo was killed by unknown people yester- 
day while going to his brother's house [words indistinct] 
near (?Cala-a-Boca) market in Luanda. 


Everything was going normally and police were predict- 
ing that the new year celebrations would go off without 
any serious incidents; however, the calm was shattered 
shortly after 2000. Police Commander Ferreira Neto had 
this to say: 

[Begin Neto recording] The Angolan Police Provincial 
Command has learned two facts [words indistinct] 
Domingos Hungo, also known as SKS, who was Bengo 
provincial governor. Eager to visit his relatives in the 
vicinity of the well-known (?Cala-a-Boca) market, SKS 
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was surprised at about 2030 with shots and was killed 
instantly. 


Angolan Police Provincial Command officers went 
immediately to the site of the incident and an in- 
depth investigation is under way [words indistinct}. [end 
recording} 


Police Release Clues on Hungo’s Attackers 


MBO0101204896 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 1 Jan 96 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt} Bengo Provincial Governor 
Domingos Hungo, SKS [nom de guerre], was killed 
by three bullets fired by uaknown men last night. 
The Angolan Police are looking for those responsible. 
[passage omitted] 


Manuel Goncalves, Angolan Police commander for 
Cazenga Ward, had this to say: 


[Begin recording} [Goncalves] Information obtained at 
the site of the murder indicates the vehicle was followed 
for a while. There were four men inside the vehicle 
that attacked SKS as he was about to reverse. The four 
men came out — reports say one had a pistol — and 
promptly shot the victim three times. Immediately after 
the shooting, they got into their vehicle and fled. Their 
whereabouts is not know at this stage. 


[Unidentified correspondent] So there was no attempt to 
steal the vehicle? 


{Goncalves} Well, there are several theories. The motive 
for the crime could have been to try and steal the 
vehicle, but there may have been other motives. We 
are working on the theory that this was an attempt to 
steal the vehicle, but we will continue trying to establish 
whether there were other motives. [end recording] 
[passage omitted] 


Mendes Appointed New Cabinda Military 
Commander 


MB3012165395 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 29 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Text} General Luis Mendes is Cabinda 
Province’s new military commander. He replaces the ill- 
fated General Jose Pedro. Gen. Mendes was introduced 
to the provincial government during an informal, but 
significant ceremony. The young general is optimistic 
and open to dialogue. 

{Begin Mendes recording] You should see me as a 


colleague with character. I would like to have your total 
support and will be willing to help you. [end recording] 


Gen. Mendes was born in the city of Gabela, Cuanza Sul 
Province, in 1957. He is very experienced, having joined 
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the former People’s Armed Forces for the Liberation of 
Angola in 1977. He previous post was in the General 
Staff. He has served as commander of the Cuando 
Cubango Military Front, the Eastern Military Front, and 
chief of operations in the General Staff. 


FAA Accuses UNITA of Accord Violations in 
Cunene 


MB3012161195 Luanda TPA Television Network 
in Portuguese 1930 GMT 29 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Brigadier Armando Mateus, 
quote, Mandinho, unquote, commander of the Angolan 
Armed Forces [FAA] in Cunene Province, says the 
National Union for the Total Independence of Angola 
[UNITA] is violating the Lusaka Protocol. In an exclu- 
sive interview with TPA, Brig. Mandinho said a UNITA 
battalion attacked FAA positions on the outskirts of 
Cuvelai, northeast of Ondjiva, at dawn on 24 Decem- 
ber. Several residents’ houses were destroyed, and two 
FAA soldiers were killed. FAA killed eight UNITA sol- 
diers and captured six weapons, four antipersonnel land 
mines, and four RPG-7 grenades. 


An armed group opened fire on a tanker traveling on the 
Ondjiva-Namacunde road, 10 km from the provincial 
capital. The vehicle was damaged, but no casualties 
were reported. 


Brig. Mandinho says there have been clashes between 
FAA and UNITA forces during the past 15 days in 
Chiede, Anhanca, and Ondova areas. In December, 
UNITA stepped up its mining of roads, theft of civilian 
property, and ambushes. More than 2,000 head of cattle 
were stolen that month. 


Mozambique 


President Chissano Delivers New Year Address 


MBO101172496 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1800 GMT 31 Dec 95 


[Speech to the nation by President Joaquim Chissano in 
Maputo; date not given — recoded] 


{FBIS Translated Text} Dear compatriots, Mozambican 
men and women: It is with profound emotion that | 
salute you all as 1995 draws to a close. This has been 
a year marked by political, economic, and social events 
of great impact on the life of our country. 


In 1995, we witnessed a good performance by the 
government that was formed after last year’s muluparty 
elections. We also saw at work the first multiparty 
Assembly of the Republic. We experienced a new way 
of life, based on a new political and legal framework. 
Dialogue, tolerance, and the discussion of ideas marked 
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this new path to multiparty democracy and national 
reconciliation. 


As 1995 draws to a close, we must say with conviction 
that our political maturity has increased. The govern- 
ment, the Assembly, the political parties, and civilian 
society in general have lived up to their responsibili- 
lies to ensure rich and productive dialogue throughout 
the nation. The government has adopted dialogue as its 
principal instrument in its relations with society at large. 


The Council of Ministers was called on to intervene on 
several occasions to ensure continued peace, stability, 
and reconciliation. Our government was able to keep 
calm and act with the necessary moderation and good 
sense, despite disturbances caused by incidents that were 
part of the legacy of war. It sought solutions to end 
violence and confrontation and to promote peace, unity, 
and harmony among all Mozambicans. 


By attaching so much importance to dialogue and 
negotiation when settling the incidents at Gorongosa, 
Dombe, and Maringue, we allowed democracy and 
national reconciliation to emerge victorious. We will 
continue to act this way to ensure that cases of so-called 
dual administration are resolved for good. 


Significant dialogue with an important section of 
Mozambican society has been under way since the start 
of 1995. This is the dialogue we are having throughout 
the country with those we often refer to as traditional 
authorities. In our frequent visits to the provinces, we 
have met hundreds of traditional leaders and discussed 
their nature and role in an independent Mozambique. 
Those discussions did away once and for all with the 
fears, complexes, and ghosts of a traumatic historic 
process, replaced by a creative search for ways to en- 
sure those authorities have new and active participation 
in the search for solutions to the problems faced by 
the communities they head. The government is close to 
completing a study on the matter that is sure to give us 


useful guidance. 


The culture of dialogue we have promoted has allowed 
us to achieve palpable results at the institutional level. 
Our government and the Assembly of the Republic have 
developed a partnership and a spirit of cooperation when 
discussing and approving laws for peace, stability, re- 
construction, and progress in our country. The Assem- 
bly’s virtually unanimous approval of the government's 
five-year plan, the 1995 General State Budget, and the 
1995 Social and Economic Plan — which we are imple- 
menting — is undeniable proof that Mozambique and 
its people will always emerge the winners when we are 
all motivated by the national interest. This allows us to 
overcome partisan differences that tend to harm the na- 
tion. 
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The government and the Assembly have served the 
nation well. What matters here is not just the stand of 
this or that poliucal organization. Instead, the important 
thing is to come up with realistic solutions to do away 
with famine, nakedness, illiteracy, disease, and the dire 
poverty most of our people live in. 


It was with the nation’s supreme interests in mind that 
we continued to promote, and strove to perfect, relations 
with the Mozainbique National Resistance [Renamo] 
leader. We have held regular, frank, and open talks on 
issues that regularly come up and have an impact on 
our young republic. These talks have produced results 
that have helped strengthen democracy and national 
reconciliation. 


Dialogue has been one of our methods of governance, 
and social consensus is one of its principal aims. 
Lengthy meetings among representatives of the govern- 
ment, employers, and workers led to consensus, thereby 
fostering closer ties between government and the gov- 
erned. 


A clear example, reflecting the politica! pluralism that 
has marked 1995, was the increase and consolidation of 
civic, professional, cultural, and political associations 
seeking to ensure that citizens Can participate in dis- 
cussing and settling the country’s problems. These as- 
sociauions have an undeniably important role to play in 
promoting the ideals of peace, freedom, fraternity, and 
national reconciliation. 


We continued our practice of keeping in touch with 
the people in 1995. We visited nine of the country’s 
provinces and found yet again that our people are en- 
thusiastic about, and devoted to, national reconstruction. 
In the course of those visits, we discussed together the 
best solutions to the country’s countless development 
problems, in light of the aims of the government pro- 
gram. 


Dear compatriots, at the end of 1994 we reaffirmed our 
government's determination to find the right measures 
to deal with the country’s great economic and social 
problems. When we look back at our point of departure, 
we are pleased to see evidence the Mozambican people 
have the capacity to make considerable gains in the 
struggle for their own well-being. 


In fact, our economic performance has been rather pos- 
itive as a result of joining our efforts to implement the 
government's Economic and Social Plan. We are en- 
couraged by this year’s agricultural production growth, 
which we expect to be 5.4 percent. This particular re- 
construction job was carried out at the same time as 
other proyects of great national impact or other key ar- 
eas of economic and social development. 
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It is with great pride that we can say that this year 
we reopened and rehabilitated 1,900 km of roads, SSO 
classrooms, more than 100 health posts, more than SO 
health centers, 10 hospitals, and some 100 homes for 
health workers. 


There have been very encouraging results in the growth 
of private investment. The exploitauion agreement with 
the U.S. company Enron was particularly noteworthy. 
This important project will absorb a considerable por- 
tion of our surplus labor and have a positive effect on 
our balance of payments. 


We also found it encouraging that 90 percent of 
privatized small- and medium-scale companies were 
bought by Mozambican citizens. 


The implementation of the fiscal, monetary, and foreign 
exchange policies show a trend toward stabilization 
and reflect our economy's positive performance. We 
believe this results from having taken correct measures 
to revitalize and stimulate the economy, including 
the restructuring of Mozambican financial institutions, 
restraint on public expenditure, the collection of more 
taxes, the support of our currency, and the reduction of 
the inflation rate. 


In line with its duty to oversee the country’s economic 
activities, the government successfully negouated with 
donors and international instituuons for the required 
financial resources. Our relations with the IMF and 
the World Bank comply with measures outlined in 
the government's program of action. These measures 
supplement national reconstruction tasks, in that through 
them we secure financial means indispensable to the 
execution of the socioeconomic development plan. 


On defense and security, 1995 was the starting point 
for the establishment of the Mozambique Defense 
Armed Forces [FADM]. This year saw the continued 
reorganization and improvement of law enforcement 
agencies. The outcome of those tasks has been positive, 
despite the serious material and financial shortcomings 
those agencies faced. The improvement of the defense 
and security forces’ performance is self-evident. 


In its foreign policy, the government carried out im- 
portant activities in 1995 in line with the decision to 
increase Mozambique's prestige and to expand interna- 
tional cooperation. Accordingly, Mozambique has be- 
come a full member of the Commonwealth. 


The endorsement of our candidature to Commonwealth 
by regional countries strengthened our belief that south- 
ern Africa must be a priority in our foreign policy 


We have attended important international events the 
Nonaligned Summit in Colombia, the SOth UN anniver- 
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sary celebrations, the OAU heads of state and govern- 
ment summui, and the Social Development Summit in 
Denmark. During these meetings, Mozambique made 
its contribution to the positive results achieved in 1995: 
the definition of strategies for Ceveloping nations in line 
with the new international situation; the revamping of 
the United Nations; the upholding of peace, justice, and 
human rights; the emancipation of peoples, the democra- 
lization of international political and economic relations; 
and in the search for solutions to reduce poverty and 
eradicate social isolation. In Italy, Uganda, and South 
Africa, we held high-level discussions on leadership and 
governance, on the use of science and technology in the 
food sector, and on southern Africa's economic poten- 
tial in an era of far-reaching changes. 


On the bilateral level, we can note the permanent talks 
On various issues, and the visits to several countries — 
notably the presidential visits to the sister countries of 
South Africa, Malawi, Tanzania, Cape Verde, and the 
Sudan. In 1996, the government will conunue to deepen 
and expand relations with other countries, particularly 
in Asia and the Middle East, as a means of looking after 
the interests of our people. 


As we have just seen, we took positive steps in 1995. 
Yet, 1996 has great many challenges in store for us. We 
will continue to implement the government's five-year 
program with perseverance and selflessness, thereby 
serving the socioeconomic interests of our people. 
We must work very hard and increase production 
and productivity to achieve greater successes than in 
1995. We are aware thal among our priorities in 1996, 
the reduction of famine is the main challenge. The 
government will strengthen its commitment to searching 
for effective measures to improve the diet of our people 
and to making more basic commodities available to all 
strata of society. We urge civil society to search more 
actively and sensibly for solutions to our shortcomings. 
Let us be more self-reliant. Meanwhile, we will continue 
to resort to international assistance as a necessary 
supplement to our national development effort. 


Dear friends and compatriots, as we begin 1996 I would 
like, on behalf of all state and government institutions, 
and on my own behalf, to reiterate our salutations. 
I salute the members of the Ministers Council, who 
have proved their profound love for the people and 
loyalty to the supreme interests of the fatherland. With 
pragmatism and flexibility, they have courageously 
dealt with the major challenges posed by this huge 
task of consolidating peace, stability, and national 
reconstruction. | salute the FADM for its dedication and 
loyalty to the fatherland and the Constitution. The new 
year will mark the consolidation and professionalization 
of the Armed Forces. We will pay special attention to 
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the FADM. I salute law enforcement agencies for what 
they did in 1995. We believe that they will achieve 
greater successes in 1996 as we strictly implement the 
government's plan of acuon. | salute workers, peasants, 
intellectuals, Civil servants, experts, managers, and all 
those who, under adverse conditions, have significantly 
contributed to Mozambique's socioeconomic growth. | 
Salute sportsmen and artists. 


I believe that favorable economic and weather condi- 
tions will result in significant improvements in 1996. 
Let us make the best of the foundations we laid in 1995. 


| salute Mozambican emigrants, who, with their sweat, 
discipline, and hard work have contributed to the good 
name of Mozambique. I salute social, economic, reli- 
gious, political, cultural, and nongovernmental organi- 
zations for their help in strengthening Mozambican so- 
ciety. 


I salute the diplomatic corps, the representatives of in- 
ternational organizations, and foreign experts and tech- 
nicians in Mozambique. | salute the representatives of 
the international community for their major contribution 
to Mozambique’s reconstruction. 


The new year can be a very prosperous one. Let us 
make that happen. I wish you all a festive season and a 
prosperous 1996. Happy new year and good night. 


Spokesman Presents Dhlakama’s Year-End 
Message 

MBO101162196 Maputo Radio Mozambique Network 
in Portuguese 1730 GMT 31 Dec 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Afonso Dhlakama, president of 
the Mozambique Nations Resistance [Renamo], says 
1995 was a year of provocations and propaganda against 
Renamo and its leader. His message is read by Renamo 
spokesman Mateus Dique: 


{Begin Dique recording] Renamo President Afonso 
Macacho Marceta Dhlakama wishes a pleasant new year 
to all Mozambicans. The Renamo president wishes peo- 
ple a good festive season, although 85% of Mozambi- 
cans have been celebrating it in dire straits. The ma- 
jority of Mozambicans lack the financial means to buy 
basic commodities, a situation aggravated by a delib- 
erate price increase on the eve of the festivities, even 
though the government promised to control prices dur- 
ing this season. 


The Renamo president wishes that 1996 will be a 
successful year for Mozambicans, once all institutions 
have been democratized, and a stop is put to abuses 
by the police, the Rapid Intervention Police, the State 
Information and Security Service, and the activists 
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groups of the Frelimo [Mozambique Liberation Front] 
Party and the government. Real democracy, freedom, 
and justice will be archived, human rights upheld, and 
Mozambican culture enhanced once those abuses come 
to an end. 


Afiter the elections, Renamo and President Dhlakama did 
their best to uphold peace and democracy. They agreed 
to be marginalized by the Mozainbique Liberation Front 
{Frelimo] and to endure hardships, abuse, intim idation, 
and threats to their lives. Yet, they continued to talk to 
the government. 


Propaganda was directed against Renamo and its leader 
to tarnish his image in the eyes of Mozambicans and the 
internauional community. The Mozambican Government 
fabricated reports about armed groups. Frelimo even 
attacked Dombe, claimed that there were 1,000 armed 
men and thousands of weapons in Maringue, and 
fabricated an alleged coup d'etat that would be staged by 
Mozambique Defense Armed Forces [FADM] officers 
drawn from Renamo ranks, with the backing of former 
South African Army officers. 


This was the worst provocation against Renamo and its 
leader. He, however, managed to control the situation. 
He pointed out to Frelimo that it was merely a childish 
propaganda campaign. President Dhlakama demanded 
the creation of a government and Renamo commission 
of inquiry to investigate the situation, but so far the 
government has evaded the issue. Frelimo alleges that 
the government cannot establish such a commission 
with a political party. In other words, the government 
only knows how to accuse, but cannot substanuate its 
allegations. 


This has been a most difficult year for Renamo and 
its leader. Yet, Renamo has managed to overcome all 
obstacles and uphold peace. We hope there will be no 
provocations in the new year. President Dhlakama urges 
Mozambicans in general to remain calm and get ready 
for the local government elections, as these will serve 
to resolve all problems affecting the people. Assess- 
ing the problems that emerged after the October 1994 
multiparty elections, President Dhlakama concluded that 
the police are responsible for some of them. The police 
are fully controlled by Frelimo. It is, therefore, neces- 
sary to balance the Mozambican police force. President 
Dhiakama will propose to the Mozambican Government 
that some of Renamo’s demobilized soldiers be selected 
and trained for the police force and the famous Rapid In- 
tervention Police, just like it was done with FADM. That 
would mean true national reconciliation. [end recording] 
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Namibia 
San Said Receiving ‘Ethnic Cleansing’ Training 


MBO0201120996 Windhoek NEW ERA in English 
7-13 Dec 95 pp 1, 2 


{Report by Clement Nawal] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text} The Police's Special Branch 
division at Tsumeb has launched a probe into startling 
allegations that a group of San people armed with AK- 
47 assault rifles are receiving military training at Klein 
Ndobe near the Botswana border with the aim of driving 
out of their area members of other ethnic groups. 


The call for “ethnic cleansing” comes in the wake of 
a meeting last month at Tsumkwe at which the San 
speaking community there petituoned the government 
through the Speaker of the National Assembly, Dr Mose 
Tjitendero, to remove all other ethnic groups from their 
area. They accused members »f other ethnic groups of 
practicing witchcraft and there: y bewitching them. 


Police Deputy District Commissioner, Steve Swanepoel, 
this week confirmed that his office was aware of the 
simmering ethnic tensions between the San speaking 
community and members of other ethnic groups but de- 
clined to comment further saying this would jeopardise 
investigations by the police’s Special Branch division 
who have stepped in to probe the matter. 


Last week Thursday, the San community convened yet 
another meeting at which the decision to expel members 
of other ethnic groups from their area was re-affirmed. 
Deputy Commissioner Swanepoel attended this meeting. 


On this occassion, Commissioner Swanepoel was in- 
formed by members of other ethnic groups who also 
attended the meeting about the alleged plot to use arms 
in order to expel non Sans from the Tsumkwe area. 


Another Senior Police Officer from Grootfontein, 
Deputy Commissioner Jona Ngairorue, also confirmed 
the conflict between the San people and other groups 
in the Tsumkwe area. 


He said that he had heard about possible military 
training by a group of San people in order to force other 
groups out. 


Twice recen'ly, he despatched an investigation team 
to the area but the investigation proved inconclusive. 
As a result Special Branch has now been brought in 
as the matter appears serious, he said. According to 
Commissioner Ngairorue further information gathered 
by the police indicates that behind this conflict is a group 
of white residents of the area who have vested business 
and other interests in the former Bushmanland. 
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He said according to this version of the story, some 
disgruntled white people who fear other “newcomers” 
are behind the incitement of the San people to rise 
against members of other ethnic groups. 


At the meeting with Dr Tjitendero last month San 
leaders, John Arnold of Omatako, Tsamkxao loma of 
Nyaenyae and Anglao Kiewiet of Beraka informed the 
Ouyozondjupa Regional Officer, Othniel Kazombiaze 
who was with the speaker that the unwanted tnbes had 
to quit the former Bushmanland and go back to where 
they came from. 


They accused the “foreigners” of having brought alco- 
holism in their area by brewing strong home made beer 
such as Epwaka. 


The outsiders were again accused of practicing witch- 
craft which they claimed had caused many deaths in the 
area since these tribes’ influx with independence. 


The Owambo, Hereros, Kavangos, Caprivians and 
Damaras are further being blamed for “bringing strange 
diseases including venereal diseases.” 


Furthermore the so-called outsiders are hated because 
they are said to have taken all the few jobs in the area 
while Sans remain jobless. 
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The San community further accuse the government of 
favouring the other tribes while they are neglected. The 
community further resent the entry into their area of 
Herero farmers and their livestock from Gam, Otyituuo 
and as far away as Okakarara. 


An official from the Ministry of Regional, Local Gov- 
ernment and Housing who preferred anonymity for fear 
of victimisation by the San people confirmed hearing 
about the existence of a secret training site near Klein 
Ndobe. “At this stage "ve are not certain who is training 
them. We ar: however particularly puzzled how AK-47 
rifles manage to slip into former Bushmanland,” said 
the official who pointed 2 finger at the presence of ex- 
South African Defence Force soldiers in the area who 
have suddenly become businessmen and priests. 


Meanwhile, a nurse at the Tsumkwe Government 
Clinic,Sister Christina Moics has threatened to leave 
Tsumkwe for fear of inumidation based on ethnic 
discrimination. "We ask the government to urgently 
look into this matter before they start killing us one by 
one,” said the nurse. 
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Ghana 


Deputy President on ‘Scuffie’ With Rawlings 
AB2912211395 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 29 Dec 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) There were extraordinary 
scenes al a cabinet meeting in Ghana yesterday. it 
ended in a scuffle between President Jerry Rawlings 
and his 68-year-old vice president, K.N. Arkaah. There 
is not much love lost “etween the two men. Arkaah 
is leader of the junior party in the coalition. President 
Rawlings clearly wants him out but can’t sack him 
under the Constitution, and Arkaah won't go voluntar- 
ily. Apparently, the president was angry over alleged 
derogatory remarks made at Arkaah’'s party congress 
last week and began to set about his deputy. On the 
line, Robin White asked K.N. Arkaah what President 
Rawlings did. 

[Begin recording) [Arkaah) He gave me a terrible blow 
on the shoulder, which sent me falling to the ground. | 
was down spreadeagle like. He then attempted to pull 
me up by the shoulder in order to hit me further. He 
tore the shoulder of my jacket in the process. In his 
frustration... [Arkaah pauses] Not able to get me up, 
he started kicking me in the groin, and that was when 
other members of the cabinet rushed to restrain him 
from doing further damage to me. 


[White] Did you fight back at all? 


{Arkaah] I didn’t. I didn’t because you know, number 
one, I have great respect for the position of the president 
of Ghana and number two, really, | was no match for 
him. I am a man of small size, and he is a big, burly 
man, you know. I didn’t... [Arkaah pauses] I didn’t fight 
back at all. 


[White] So, how badly did he hurt you? 


{Arkaah] Well, | had some pains in the groin, and my 
left eye was slightly bruised, tender-like because I just 
had an operation on it. 


[White] So, are you still in pain today? 
[Arkaah] Well, a little bit but not too much. 


{White} Now, had you said anything at all at the cabinet 
before he hit you to provoke him? 


{Arkaah] No, no, no, no. Nobody had said anything 
at all. He came. He came, he [words indistinct], he 
stood up and he started, and after one or two words, 
the sentence was not even finished when he hit me, and 
it was, you know, from the back, and I didn't even see 
what he was doing, so that if maybe if I had seen him, | 
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would have dodged the blow but it was from the back, 
and I think it’s a bit cowardly on his part, but well that's 


what happened. 


[White] Was he under the influence of anything, do you 
think? 


[Arkaah] I wouldn't know that. 


{White} But, haven't you, over the past year, been 
provoking the president by your remarks? 


{Arkaah] I have not been provoking him at ail. | 
have been speaking my mind on issues. | have been 
telling Ghanaians what is true, and it is for all of us 
as Ghanaians to try and work together to correct the 
wrongs in the society. 


[White] But isn’t it your place as vice president to stand 
by the president, and not criticize him publicly as you 
have been doing? 


[Arkaa,; Well, my place is to stand by the president, 
but you should understand that this is a coalition 
government, and we went to the nation and fought an 
election and won. I come from a different party from his 
party, and the two parties have two different manifestos. 


[White] What will you now do? Will you stay in your 
job or will you leave? 


{Arkaah] No, I will stay in my job. This extraordinary 
and unfortunate incident will not deter me from carrying 
out my functions as vice president of the Republic... 


[White, interrupting} Won't that be very hard to do now? 
I mean, how, for instance, can you sit in the same room 
as the president after this has happened? 


[Arkaah} Well, it depends. It depends on the attitude 
of the president. | mean, if a meeting is called and 
I am invited, I will go, and if I get there and he 
physically assaults me and throws me out, | think it 
is for Ghanaians to judge and not for any one person to 
think that [what] he is doing is the right thing. It is for 
Ghanaians to judge whether what is happening is right, 
and what should be done about it. 


[White] Do you know what the other members of the 
cabinet felt about the incident? 


{Arkaah} No, I haven't seen any of them since yester- 
day. 


[White] But how did they react at the ume? 


{Arkaah] Well, I didn’t have any chance to talk to 
them. The only thing I know is that some of them were 
charitable enough to rescue me, and to talk to me, and 
to take me out of the room, but that's all | can say. | 
haven't discussed it with any of them. 
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[White] Are you looking for an apology from the 
president? 

{Arkaah} I'm not looking for an apology, but if an 
apology comes, I will accept it in good faith. 


{White} But seriously, how can you really go on like 
this? I mean, relations have been bad with Rawlings for 
some time. How can you possibly stay on as Ais vice 
president after this has happened? 


[Arkaah] Well, if this has happened, it means that the 
problem is between the two of us, [is that] not so? 


[White] Yes. 


[Arkaah] If the problem is between the two of us, you 
don’t expect one side, one person to resign and leave 
the other one there. So, anyone who asks me to say that 
because of this problem, you resign, why don’t you ask 
him also to resign? 


[White] Oh, do you think he should resign? 


[Arkaah] I don’t say so. I don’t think so. I think we 
should try and work together, and cooperate with each 
other. 


[White] But you haven't been doing that, Mr. Arkaah. 
[Arkaah] What do you mean I haven't been doing that? 


[White] Well, you have been slagging him off publicly, 
regularly. 


{Arkaah] But you've forgotten what he has been doing 
to me in the national peaners. Don't you read the 
Ghanaian, what do you call it, DAILY GRAPHIC and 


[White, interrupting) Yes, I bave been reading several 
stories about you in the GRAPHIC, yes. 


{Arkaah] Yes, they have been writing all kinds of 
scathing remarks about me, and if they do that, I have 
to hit back. I have to explain myself. I don't have to sit 
down dormant for anyone to walk all over me. 


[White] I think they've been accusing you of being a 
bit of a womanizer. Would that be right? 


[Arkaah] Well, womanizer or not, that is not the issue 
now. If you're talking of womanizing, | can point 
fingers at other people who are womanizing. I'm not 
a womanizer. 


[White] So, what's going to be your next step? 


[Arkaah} Oh, I think we need to sit down. | need to 
sit down with members of the central committee of my 
party for us to work out our political strategy. I need to 
talk to my lawyers. I need to talk to some other friends 
so that we can map out a strategy for the future. You 
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see, it's not a problem for Arkaah alone, neither is it a 
problem for President Rawlings alone. It is a problem 
for Ghana. It is wrong for anyone to say tha. one party 
of one § Je should resign, or one side should apoiogize. 
(?Frankly), you should sit us down, and find out what 
actually is the problem. 


[White] But you aie Jefinitely not going to quit? 


[Arkaah}] No, | am not quitting. I'm not a quitter. I'm 
not going to leave midstream. | took an oath to Ghana 
to serve the country as vice president. | will do so to 
the best of my ability. 


[White] But, if the president were to drop round nght 
now and ring your door bell, would you come out and 
shake his hands?.... 


[Arkaah, interrupting] I would receive him with open 
hands, oh yes. Oh yes, oh yes. That doesn’t bother me 
at all. [end recording] 


Information Ministry Statement 


AB2912173095 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corperation Radio Network in English 
1300 GMT 29 Dec 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] A statement issued by the Min- 
istry of Information says just before a cabinet meetng in 
Accra yesterday, the president, Flight Lieutenant Rawl- 
ings, confronted the vice president, Mr. Kow Arkaah, 
over comments the latter was reported to have made 
during the rece:. delegates’ conference of the NCP [Na- 
tional Convention Party], including a statement to the 
effect that meetings of the cabinet had become the fora 
for corrupt and unscrupulous plans. The statement said 
President Rawlings challenged Mr. Arkaah to go out and 
prove to the world the questionable or so-called corrupt 
things which take place during meetings of the cabinet. 


Until then, the president insisted Mr. Arkaah had no 
moral right to continue to participate in the deliberations 
of a cabinet for which he had no respect. The president 
made references to similar public statements made in 
the past by the vice president, which undermined the 
integrity of the cabinet, adding that such unguarded 
{and} unfounded public utterances by the vice president 
had the effect of undermining the stability of the nation. 


According to the statement signed by the deputy min- 
ister of information, Mr. Kojo Yankah, the president 
took Mr. Arkaah’s arm, insisting that he should leave. 
Mr. Arkaah reacted by attempting to shrug off the arm 
holding him, and a few minutes later, Mr. Arkaah was 
prevailed upon by his cabinet colleagues to leave the 
meeting. 
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It was the unanimous view of cabinet that it was 
unprincipled for the vice president to continue to 
participate in its deliberations unless he had been able 
to substantiate the so-called questonable and corrupt 
things which take place during cabinet meetings. The 
alternative is for him to retract those allegations. Cabinct 
contends that the latest statements attributed to the vice 
president on political platforms critical and damning 
the government of which he is vice president, and 
calculated to undermine and subvert the Constitution 
and the machinery of government cabinet, expressed the 
view that until the vice president respects the principle 
of collective responsibility and his oath of office, cabinet 
members would find it difficult to associate with him 
in an atmosphere of mutual respect and cooperation. 
[sentence as heard] This statement has been necessitated 
by the consent of the cabinet to prevent any distortion 
of the incident by the vice president. 


Mr. K.N. Arkaah addressed a news conference in Accra 
today on the incident. According to Mr. Arkaah, it all 
began when the president, Flight Lt. Jerry John Rawi- 
ings, arrived at the meeting and after the initial cour- 
tesies began to make a statement on the recently held 
delegates’ congress of the National Convention Party, of 
which, he, Mr. Arkaah, is leader. The vice president said 
somewhere midway through the president's statement, 
he stopped and physically assaulted him. The president 
then declared that he did not want the vice president to 
attend further meetings of cabinet because of allegations 
that he — the vice president — had made statements to 
the effect that the cabinet was corrupt. 


Mr. Arkaah said he vehemently denied the allegations 
and in the attempt to stand his ground, some members 
of cabinet pleaded with him to leave the room. He said 
the incident will not deter him from carrying out his 
functions as stipulated in the Constitution of Ghana, 
adding that he will continue to contribute his quota in 
the collective effort to steer Ghana on the right path 
to peace, democratic governance, economic and social 
progress, as well as the general well-being of Ghanaians. 


During question time, when Mr. Arkaah was asked 
whether the incident would make him to resign, he 
replied, no. He also said he has reported the matter to 
the police, and undergone medical examination. 
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Liberia 


ULIMO Faction Attacks ECOMOG Troops, 
Wounds § 


AB2812123795 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 28 Dec 95 


{From the “Network Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text Excerpt; The commander of the 
West African peacekeeping force in Liberia, ECOMOG 
{Economic Community of West African States Cease- 
Fire Monitoring Group], has ordered his forces to pull 
back from the town of Bama in the northwest of the 
country after they came under attack from a facuon of 
ULIMO [United Liberauon Movement for Democracy 
in Liberia]. Five ECOMOG soldiers are reported to 
have been wounded in the incident which came as 
peacekeepers are being deployed throughout the country 
in preparation for the disarming of Liberia's different 
militias. From Monrovia, Budu Kessy reports: 


{Begin Kessy recording] The attack took place Sunday 
{24 December], but news of the incident was not known 
until Wednesday when the African peacekeeping force 
known as ECOMOG filed a complaint to the United 
Nations Military Observer Mission in Liberia which 1s 
helping to implement the Liberian peace process. ECO- 
MOG Press Secretary Frank Akinola said accounts of 
the incident blame force of Alhaji Koromah’s Madingo 
faction, the ULIMO, of carrying out the attack. ECO- 
MOG chief of staff, Gabriel Anyankpele, in an earlier 
interview, said the incident erupted over a dispute as to 
which ULIMO faction controls the town. He said the 
two sides had claimed they control the town before the 
peacekeeping troops were deployed here. They accused 
the peacekeeping force of allowing either side to [words 
indistinct] on the town. He said the ULIMO faction loyal 
to Alhaji Koromah insisted the peacekeeping troops or- 
dered their rival out of the area or withdraw. A situation 
which, he said, broke down in bitter quarre! and later a 
shootout among the three parties. At least five Nigerian 
peacekeepers are now known to have been wounded in 
the attack. He said his troops had been withdrawn from 
the town unless the factions can cooperate in the imple- 
mentation of the Abuja peace accord signed 19 August 
by the Liberian factions. 


A team of United Nations observers and representatives 
from each side of the Liberian factions are due in 
Gharnga later today to investigate the incident. The 
two factions are yet to comment on the latest incident 
which is by far the most serious since ECOMOG troops 
began deploying in the Liberian interior in preparation 
to disarm some 60,000 rebel fighters by 15 January. [end 
recording} 
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Fighting Reveals Split in ULIMO-J 


AB2912222295 London BBC World Service 
in English 1505 GMT 29 Dec 95 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} An attack on an ECOMOG 
[Economic Community of West African States Cease- 
Fire Monitoring Group} convoy deploying troops in 
Liberia at the beginning of the week, in which four 
soldiers were injured, has exposed a split in a wing of 
the ULIMO [United Liberation Movement for Democ- 
racy in Liberia} movement. The attack was put down 
to the fighters loyal to Roosevelt Johnson's ULIMO-J, 
but it seems they were those who objected to the at- 
tack, and now there is fierce fighting between the two 
groups around Tubmanburg in western Liberia. From 
Monrovia, Nyenati Allison telexed this report: 


The fighting broke out after one group within ULIMO- 
J protested about Monday's (25 December] attack by 
another group of ULIMO-) fighters on peacekeeping 
troops who were on their way to deployment in the 
northwestern town of Bama. West African peacekeep- 
ing trocps here at the provincial Clay Township said 
heavy fighting in Tubmanburg has forced thousands of 
residents to flee from the city, and they were now seek- 
ing refuge around the peacekeepers’ regional headquar- 
ters south of Tubmanburg. 


Heavily armed peacekeeping troops cordoned off the 
main highway to normal traffic as thousands of people, 
some with bundles of personal effects, trickled toward 
peacekeeping positions. Dozens of commercial vehicles 
were held up near the Po River bridge, while ECOMOG 
vehicles, loaded with armed peacekeepers sped past iii 
the direction of Tubmanburg. An ECOMOG officer in 
full battle dress told me that ECOMOG was standing 
by, ready for any eventuality. A peacekeeping soldier 
with belts of ammunition strapped around his arms and 
shoulders halted my vehicle at Clay, saying, we don't 
want to see you fall into an ambush. Your brothers are 
killing each other again. 


The fighting in Tubmanburg indicates a serious split 
within ULIMO-J ranks. Military sources said that those 
opposed to the attack on ECOMOG peacekeeping troops 
include Arma Youlo, the ULIMO-] number two. It is 
not clear which group the ULIMO-J boss, Rooseveli 
Johnson supports, but the split comes in the midst of a 
power struggle between Johnson and Arma Youlo. 
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ECOMOG Suffers 3 Killed, 11 Wounded 


AB3012184495 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 30 Dec 95 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Fighting has intensified around 
the northwestern town of Tubmanburg in Liberia. At 
first it appeared to be between rival groups within Gen- 
eral Roosevelt Johnson's ULIMO-J [United Liberation 
Movement for Democracy in Liberia] faction after an 
attack on peacekeeping forces of ECOMOG [Economic 
Community of West African States Cease-Fire Moni- 
toring Group} on Monday [25 December]. A number of 
peacekeeping soldiers were injured in that attack, but 
now it seems ECOMOG is involved again and that a 
number of soldiers have been killed. From Monrovia, 
Nyenati Allison telexed this report: 


Peacekeeping souives said Saturday they had been 
drawn into the fighting after ULIMO fighters killed 
three peacekeepers and wounded 11 others yesterday. 
They said the killings were carried out in a fresh 
attack by a combined force of ULIMO factions which 
subsequently abducted some peacekeepers and seized 
a huge cache of ammunition. The factional fighters 
are said to be using the stolen ammunition against 
peacekeeping troops to prevent further deployment of 
ECOMOG and to maintain controi of the diamond 
and timber-rich Lower Lofa and Upper Bomi Counties 
region. 


The current round of fighting forced an emergency 
meeting of the country’s ruling State Council yesterday. 
After long hours of deliberation behind closed doors last 
night, the State Council issued a statement, ordering 
the Defense Ministry to select appropriate troops of 
Liberians to help the peacekeepers quell the situation 
around Tubmanburg. The statement did not say from 
which factions the Liberian troops would be raised. 
There has been no word from Roosevelt Johnson, whose 
ULIMO-J faction has been primarily linked to the 
ongoing hostilities in western Liberia. 


A fresh supply of Nigerian and Guinean troops backed 
by tanks and Howitzer cannons were moved into west- 
ern Liberia Saturday morning to beef up the forces’ 
fighting strength around Tubmanburg. Heavy bombard- 
ment between peacekeeping troops and ULIMO fighters 
continued up until dawn on Saturday. Access roads to 
western Liberia remained closed and all relief and re- 
settlement activities in the region were interrupted. 


Panic-stricken villagers fleeing the fighting in the area 
have been arriving in Monrovia on foot. They said 
peacekeeping troops previously deployed inside villares 


report may contain copyrighted matenal Copying and dissemination] 
is prohibited without permission of the copynght owners 


26 WEST AFRICA 


off the main western Liberian highway have been 
withdrawn to avoid surprise attacks by factional fighters. 


ECOMOG To Contain Fighting Alone 


AB3112192495 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 31 Dec 95 


(From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The bodies of three Nigerian 
ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group) peacekeepers 
killed near Tubmanburg have now been flown home 
from Liberia where they came under attack from 
members of Roosevelt Johnson’s ULIMO-J [United 
Liberation Movement for Democracy in Liberia- 
Johnson} militia last Thursday (28 December]. Many 
others were wounded and the fighting in the area 
appears to be the worst violation of the cease-fire 
since the Abuja Agreement came inio force in August. 
On Friday [29 December], the Liberian Transitional 
Government offered to send troops to Tubmanburg 
to help ECOMOG who is still struggling to bring 
the situation there back under control. Plus, they are 
determined to do it on their own, as our correspondent 
Nyenati Allison reports in this telex from Monrovia: 


ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States] sources in Monrovia said today that the gov- 
erament offer to send Liberian troops to help ECO- 
MOG was rejected to avoid any further violation of the 
Liberian peace accords. Those accords gave the respon- 
sibility for security throughout Liberia to the peacekeep- 
ing force. An ECOWAS official said that the situation 
might get messy if the government's offer was accepted. 


Meanwhile, in his first public statement on the fight- 
ing in Tubmanburg, the ECOMOG field commander, 
John Inienger, said his men were capable of containing 
the situation. He also confirmed that a group of UN ob- 
servers and government officials trapped in Tubmanburg 
had been evacuated by ECOMOG soldiers and airl ted 
to the capital. ECOMOG sources also confirmed fight- 
ing was still raging today around Tubmaadurg, but it 
appeared that the peacekeepers had regained complete 
control of the city after a brief retreat forced by a short- 
age of ammunition. 


The ULIMO fighters are said to have retreated into 
surrounding forests and hills overlooking the city under 
the command of General Charles Dent. Civilians caught 
up in the city are said to be stranded in their homes 
without food and water for the third day running. The 
main highway linking western Liberia to Monrovia 
is still closed to ordinary traffic. Civilians arriving 
here on foot through bush paths, said the regional 
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ECOMOG base and the local office of the Red Cross in 
Tubmanburg have both been completely burned down. 


Military sources said the death toll among peacekeepers 
has risen from three to seven, compelling the force to 
call in more tanks and troops from the peacekeepers’ 
headquarters in the capital. 


Rebel Leader: ECOMOG Killing Krahns 


AB0201093396 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 2 Jan 95 


{Interview with ULIMO-J officer James Kaya, in Mon- 
rovia, by Max Bankole Jarrett, in London, on | January 
— from the "Network Africa” program] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] There are conflicting reports 
about ‘he military situation in the Liberian town of 
Tubmanburg after several days of fighting between the 
West African force, ECOWAS [Economic Community 
of West African States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group], 
and members of the ULIMO [United Liberation Move- 
ment for Democracy in Liberia] militia faction. The 
fighting erupted last week when ECOMOG [ECOWAS 
Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] moved into Tubmanburg 
to stop clashes between rival factions of ULIMO and 
yesterday afternoon, it was report. J that some members 
of ULIMO had started to surrender. Well, on the line to 
Monrovia last night, | asked Lieutenant Colonel! James 
Kaya of ULIMO what information he had about the sit- 
uation in Tubmanburg: 


[Begin recording] [Kaya] The last information we got 
from Tubmanburg is that ECOMOG is bombarding 
Tubmanburg, killing innocent civilians, and other infor- 
mation we have received again from our people there is 
that ECOMOG is arresting mostly people of the Krahn 
ethnic group and have killed most of them. Up till now, 
there has not been any official word from them, but we 
are trying to find out [words indistinct}. 


[Jarrett] Now, these are some very strong allegations 
that you are making against the peacekeepers, ECO- 
MOG. Have you yourself been to the frontline in Tub- 
manburg? 


[Kaya] My effort to go to the frontline in Tubmanburg 
has been stopped by ECOMOG. 


[Jarrett] Why exactly is this fighting going on in 
Tubmanburg because ECOMOG said that your troops 
started firing on them. Why is there fighting in Tubman- 
burg? There should be a peace process in Liberia right 
now. 


[Kaya] There should be a peace process in Liberia 
and which, of course, is on, but ECOMOG is too 
(/manipulated). They have connived with forces of 
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ULIMO-K [Koromah faction} and have collected a huxe 
amount of diamonds from them so that they would 
completely get rid of ULIMO-J [Johnson faction). 
They give them ammunition and then they attack our 
positions. This is the problem with ECOMOG. 


[Jarrett] Now, it has been reported that some of your 
men have already surrendered to the peacekeepers in 
Tubmanburg. How soon will the rest of your men 
follow? 


[Kaya] This arduous [words indistinct] surrendering 
to peacekeepers in Tubmanburg is a propaganda. No 
one can say they surrender to ECOMOG. They were 
not out of the fight and they don’t want to fight the 
peacekeepers. They were on their way home, but the 
peacekeepers then killed them — people that have no 
arms. Is this peace? This is not peace at all! [end 
recording] 


Nigeria 


Fasheun, Others Charged, Released on Bail 


AB2912205295 Paris AFP in English 
2039 GMT 29 Dec 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Lagos, 29 Dec (AFP) — A 
Nigerian magistrates court on Friday (29 December] 
charged the leader of one of the country's largest 
Opposition groupings, Frederic Fasheun, and three other 
activists with circulating seditious material, following 
their arrests at the site of a banned rally. The four 
activists, detained on Thursday in the city of Abeokuta, 
were released on bail. 


Fasheun is standing in as president of the Campaign for 
Democracy (CD), a coalition of human rights groups, 
because the group's president, Beko Ransome-Kut, is 
in prison. 

The four activists were also charged with publishiug a 
report likely to disturb the peace and attempting to take 
part in an unlawful assembly. 


The CD had called for a protest in Abeokuta to demand 
the release of three jailed activists who come from the 
city, located 100 kilometres (60 miles) north of Lagos. 
However police banned the gathering, and dispersed or 
arrested anyone who turned up for it. 


The rally called for the release of Ransome-Kuti him- 
self, former head of state General Olusegun Obasanjo 
and Chief Moshood Abiola, the self-proclaimed winner 
of a presidential election that was held in June 1993, 
but later annulled by the military regime. 


The judge asked the four accused to report in the court 
on February 26. 
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Fasheun, who is a doctor, alleged that he and his three 
colleagues were badly treated at the Ogun State police 
headquarters in Abeokuta, where they were detained. 


Second Abiola Associate Released From Detention 


AB3112201995 Paris AFP in English 
1945 GMT 31 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Lagos, Dec 31 (AFP) — Prince 
Ademola Adeniji-Adele, a right-har’ an of Chief 
Moshood Abiola, has been released from prison custody 
in Kaduna, northern Nigeria, a source close to the 
prison told AFP here Sunday [31 December]. Freed 
late Saturday, Adeniji-Adele is the second very close 
associate of Abiola, detained self-proclaimed winner of 
June 1993 presidential elections, to have been released 
this month. On December 10, Olu Akerele was released 
on bail 14 months after being arrested and kept in police 
custody. 


Adeniji-Adele, a notable opposition figure and former 
chairman of the Lagos Island local government, had 
been in detention since he was arrested with more than 
a score of other opposition members in August last 
year at the height of the political tension tnggered by 
annulment of the presidential election. The politician, a 
leader of the opposition National Democratic Coalition 
(NADECO), was released from Kaduna central prison 
and driven to the house of a relation in the town where 
he spent the night, in preparation for his journey back 
to his base in Lagos, the source said. 


The release of Adeniji-Adele, who was held under the 
preventive detention decree, followed an “order from 
above” after he was considered as no longer constituting 
a security risk to the nation, said the source. 


On Sunday, the politician offered prayers at the Ansar- 
Ud-Deen mosque in Kaduna in the company of his wife 
and two children who came to receive him, the source 
said. 


Political observers noted that his release gave some 
hope on the fate of Chief Abiola, being held on treason 
charges. 

On December 15, a “summit” of more than 400 notable 
politicians — conservatives and progressives — called 
for the release of all political detainees. 


Fire Destroys Offices of Opposition Magazine 
ABO101113896 London BBC World Service 

in English 0630 GMT 1 Jan 96 

[Prom the African news] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text} The offices of a Nigerian 
magazine, critical of the military government, have 
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been destroyed by fire. The editor in chief of the 
NEWS MAGAZINE said someone had broken into the 
premises in Lagos and started the fire which destroyed 
all the equipment. 


Two week ago, the offices of another independent 
newspaper, the GUARDIAN, were damaged by a fire 
allegedly started by arsonists. 


Journalist Says Attack Deliberate 


AB0201 121396 London BBC World Service 
in English 0630 GMT 2 Jan 96 


(From the “Network Africa” program) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) A number of independent 
newspapers in Nigeria have become victims of mys- 
terious attacks. The latest target was the offices of 
the AM News management group which houses the 
DAILY NEWSPAPER AM news and the weekly mag- 
azine, TEMPO. A fire was started at the offices on new 
year’s eve, forcing the group to suspend publication. 
Sean Crowley asked Nsikak Esien of another indepen- 
dent group, CONCORD, what he thought was going on: 


[Begin recording} (Esien} It was a deliberate attack. It is 
not an accident by any means. If you recall, last week, 
the premises of the GUARDIAN group of newspapers 
were nearly set ablaze. Now, we have the new set of 
magazines and newspapers. So in my opinion, it is a 
very well planned thing. That may be another ploy to 
deal with independent newspapers. 


[Crowley] So, who do you believe carried out this latest 
attack on the AM News office? 


[Esien} I can’t say precisely who did it, but I am 
definitely sure that those who carried out the attack 
are the same people that have involved in every form 
of measure to get independent newspapers out of 
circulation. 

[Crowley] Who do you believe those people are? 


(Esien}] Well, as I said, I can't say clearly who they are 
by name but, of course, we all know that we have some 
people who are very unpatriotic in Nigeria, who are bent 
on hanging [on] to power by any means and, of course, 


the independent papers in Nigeria, they do not want to 
allow these undemocratic forces to carry on. 


[Crowley] Does this attack single a new phase in the 
assault against the independent press in Nigeria? 


[Esien] Having tried muzzling of newspapers, muzzling 
of the press in Nigeria by one way or the other, shutting 
them down and all sorts of intimidation, all those 
methods have not worked so they have to change to 
what they are doing now. 
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[Crowley] Your newspaper, the NATIONAL CON- 
CORD, is due to hit the streets of all major towns in 
Nigeria tomorrow after having being banned 17 months. 
Do these recent attacks on the offices of publications 
critical of the government worry you? 


{Esien} We have really never been worried by the 
attitude of anybody to the newspapers that we publish as 
long as we satisfy the goals expected of us by Nigerians 
and Nigeria as a whole. [end recording] 


Abacha Inaugurates Power Devolution Committee 


AB2912184095 Kaduna Radio Nigeria in English 
1700 GMT 29 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The committee on the devolu- 
tion of powers has been directed to make recommenda- 
tions that will enhance equitable distribution of powers 
among the federal, state, and local governments. The 
head of state, General Sani Abacha, gave the directive 
in Abuja today at the inauguration of the committee. 
He said the establishment of the body demonstrated the 
determination of the Federal Government to entrench 
equitable distribution of functions at all levels of gov- 
ernment. 


Gen. Abacha told the committee to ensure that no 
lier of government loses its responsibility. It was 
also mandated to ensure that the specific functions 
and responsibilities at each level of government were 
adhered to. The head of state said the differences 
in functions in the tiers of government, especially in 
agriculture and education, should be addressed by the 
committee. 


The 40-member committee is headed by Alhaji Ab- 
durahmane Okeni. The inauguration of the committee 
brings to three the number of such bodies recently set 
up and inaugurated by the head of state under the transi- 
tion program. Today's ceremony marks the completion 
of activities of the transition timetable for the last quar- 
ter of this year. 


Air Force Chief Urges Personnel To Back Abacha 


ABO101115696 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT I Jan 96 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Officers and men of the 
Nigerian Air Force have been asked to demonstrate 
loyal’y to the government in the new year. In his New 
Year message to the force, the chief of air staff, Air 
Vice Masshal Femi John Femi, said they should stand 
firm by the present administration which had showed 
sincerity in governance. 


He said that the transition timetable was already being 
implemented and urged Air Force personnel to be part of 
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the solution to the country’s political problem. The chief 
of air staff expressed satisfaction with the conduct of 
most of the personnel and asked those, whose behavior 
earned negative publicity for the force, to change for 
the better. 


Reviewing the achievements of the Air Force last 
year, he said the force played supportive role with 
other services, especial in the area of peacekeeping 
operations. Air Vice Marshal Femi said the training of 
pilots was going on satisfactorily and already the first 
set of student pilots trained locally had completed their 
primary flying training. 

As a follow-up to the primary training program, efforts 
are being made to reactivate some of the aircraft with 
higher performance. The chief of air staff said the 
success in this direction would enhance flying training 
and operations. 


Government Withdraws Order Firing Civil 
Servants 


AB3012165695 Paris AFP in English 
1522 GMT 30 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Lagos, Dec 30 (AFP) — The 
federal military government has rescinded an order on 
the sacking of workers, creating confusion and panic 
in Nigeria's public sector. Early this month, the gov- 
ernment gave an ultimatum up to the end of December 
for ministries and government agencies to sack some 
of their workers. Hundreds of workers in ministries and 
parastatals, including those in government-owned me- 
dia organs, have been sacked in the past few days in an 
effort to trim the workforce in the public service. But in 
an unexpected twist, the Federal Government announced 
in Abuja Friday (29 December], the last working day in 
1995, that those sacked should be recalled as only the 
Federal Civil Service Commission (FCSC) has the pow- 
ers to Carry out such an action. 


In a statement, the government said that all recommen- 
dations for sack should be inade to the FCSC. But some 
of the affected workers hav: been paid the allowances 
Officially due to them aftc: sack or retirement, some of 
them said. 

Those still remaining at work are also panicky that their 
sack letters might be imminent, a situation which has 
affected their morale, they added. 


Delegation Explains Ogoni Crisis to Arab States 
AB2912090595 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 0600 GMT 29 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} A Nigerian delegation is on 
tour of OPEC nations and Arab states to brief them on 
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the Ogoni crisis. This followed the campaign mounted 
by a section of the international community in the crisis. 
The secretary on the delegation, Alhaji Abdurahman 
Umar, said in Dubai that the delegation would also 
discuss Nigeria's oil output and investments. 


The Federal Military Government has stated repeatedly 
that it will engage in dialogue on the crisis in spite of 
the campaign against her. 


Niger President Urges Patience for Transition 


AB3012210095 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 30 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) The president of the Republic 
of Niger, Mahamane Ousmane, has appealed to the 
international community and Nigerians as well to be 
patient for the Federal Government's democratization 
program. He said so today while talking to State House 
correspondent just before leaving the country. State 
House correspondent Chris Ngwu: 


[Begin recording] [Ngwu] President Mahamane Ous- 
mane and his wife, Nana Mariama Ousmane, flew into 
Abuja this morning on a working visit. Commenting 
On reactions in the international community to General 
Abacha’s announced transition program, President Ous- 
mane said the important thing was that the transition 
program had been announced and that democracy as a 
process should be allowed to evolve in the context of a 
country’s environment. President Ousmane, who spoke 
in French, had his views translated into English by an 
interpreter. He said getting democracy on a solid foot- 
ing was not an easy task. 


The head of state, Gen. Abacha, also spoke to State 
House correspondents. 


(Unidentified correspondent] We would like to know the 
view of Your Excellency as regards the situation which 
Nigeria is passing through as at now. 


{[Abacha] We are not worried in Nigeria about the 
Situation we are passing through. We believe it is part of 
the process of nationhood building and any nation has to 
pass through this and I believe what is happening to us 
today is a very important phase in our development, not 
only in Nigeria, but in the entire continent of Africa. So, 
(?this phase is important) but it is not only for us, but for 
the entire countries in the developing world, especially 
in black Africa, in particular. 


[Correspondent] If today, the international community 
should issue sanctions against Nigeria, what would be 
your reaction. 


{Abacha] When it is time, our reaction will be known 
to the world. 
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(Ngwu] The two heads of state settled for discussions at 
the airport shortly after President Ousmane arrived and 
the talks lasted for about six hours. [end recording] 


Communique Concludes Visit 


AB3112160895 Lagos Radio Nigeria Network 
in English 1500 GMT 31 Dec 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Nigeria and the Republic of 
Niger have called on African countries to endeavor to 
resolve their problems internally rather than through 
external intervention. The call is contained in a com- 
munique issued yesterday at the end of talks in Abuja 
between the head of state, General Sani Abacha, and 
President Mahamane Ousmane who was on a one-day 


FBIS-AFR-96-001 
2 January 1996 


visit. The two leaders reaffirmed their support for the 
efforts of the Organization of African Unity in conflict 
prevention, management and resolution, and stressed the 
need to strengthen its capacity. They reviewed the cur- 
rent perception of events in Nigeria by the international 
community and calied for a better understanding and 
dialogue on the situation. 


President Ousmane commended Nigeria’s leadership 
role in the continent as well as her assistance to other 
African nations. Gen. Abacha, on his part, expressed 
appreciation to the government and people of Niger 
Republic on their continued support and solidarity with 
Nigeria. 
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